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President’s Report 
The Environmental Law Club has had another pro-
ductive year in 2010.  Led by an energetic Executive, 
the Club has mixed many of the traditional club 
events with new ideas and opportunities. This year 
has been a big year of transition for the Environ-
mental Law Centre as we move towards an ex-
panded program and more class offerings for the 
students.  The Club has played off this momentum 
by taking an introspective look at our role in moti-
vating and engaging the UVic Law community. 
 
With a focus on trying to get as many students ac-
tively involved as possible we put together an excit-
ing year of academic and social events. The oppor-
tunities for students to engage with the environ-
ment and environmental issues ranged from play-
ing in the outdoors by hiking Mount Finlayson and 
Avatar Grove; hearing incredible guest speakers 
such as Chief Justice Preston of the NSW Land and 
Environment Court and Manolo Morales, the Execu-
tive Director of Ecolex in Ecuador; and participating 
in the Renewing Environmental Law Conference in 
Vancouver, the Public Interest Environmental Law 
Conference in Eugene Oregon, and the Environ-
mental Law Negotiation Competition hosted by 
UBC. 
 
The year has been filled with highlights and I am 
constantly inspired by the enthusiasm and en-
gagement of my peers at UVic. My personal thanks 
goes out to the talented Executive, the ELC Society, 
the Law Foundation, the UVic LSS, and all the club 
members. 
 
Naomi Kovak 
President, Environmental Law Club 

Avatar Grove Hike 
On March 13, the ELC travelled to Port 
Renfrew to experience one of BC's most 
spectacular and accessible stands of old 
growth forest, Avatar Grove. The weather 
was cold and wet, but that didn't stop a 
turnout of nearly 20 people from ventur-
ing through the terrain to check out the 
"Gnarliest Trees" and take in the view from 
inside one of Canada's most impressive 
rainforests. 
 
If you get a chance, take a trip out and see 
the area for yourself. The organizers of the 
hike are campaigning for the protection 
of the area, and their success depends on 
support from the public. Check out 
www.ancientforest
alliance.org for 
more information. 
 
- Julie DeWolf 



Environmental Law Clinic Project: UN Biosphere Reserve for CRD 
On November 23, ELC student Jenni 
Campbell, along with the Sea-to-Sea 
Greenbelt Society and Dogwood Ini-
tiative, put on a major event to test 
public support for the concept of 
getting a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 
designation for all or part of the 
Capital Regional District.  The multi-
part event drew over 200 partici-
pants, from high school students to 
environmental leaders to politicians. 
 
Over 15 local environmental organi-
zations participated in a sustainabil-
ity fair, with booths lining the hall-
ways of the Fraser building. After the 
fair, everyone gathered in Room 159 to watch Holly Pattison’s short film on Biosphere Reserves and 
hear from a variety of speakers. Rather than a drawn-out lecture and question-and-answer session, 
attendees were then encouraged to share their thoughts on large murals, and discuss the pros and 
cons over delicious local organic hors d’oeuvres donated by Spinnakers and coffee from 2% Jazz Cof-
fee. 
 

The event received extensive coverage in the media, including 
Monday Magazine, Shaw TV, and the Times Colonist (whose 
editors wrote a piece in support of the idea), and the Martlet 
sent over a crew who put together a video about the event, 
viewable at http://vimeo.com/18552938. The Biosphere Reserve 
concept also found a group of champions that night, who are 
now working on the necessary consultations and documenta-
tion for the project to go forward. If you’re interested in get-
ting involved with the group, feel free to contact the ELC to be 
put in touch with the organizers. 
 
- Jenni Campbell 
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Mt. Finlayson Hike 
About a dozen intrepid souls gathered on October 23, 2010 
thanks to Allison Edgar's organization to watch the salmon 
run and hike Mt. Finlayson on a beautiful crisp fall 
day.  Unfortunately for us, there were no salmon to be seen, 
but the hike was a great success with everyone making it to 
the top to enjoy the views. 
 
- Tasha Gooch 
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Conferences Galore 
In February, a group of eager UVic law students 
attended and/or volunteered for the first an-
nual Renewing Environmental Law Conference 
put on by three vital BC public interest envi-
ronmental law organizations: Ecojustice, West 
Coast Environmental Law, and our own Envi-
ronmental Law Centre. After witnessing Calvin 
Sandborn graciously accept the Dr. Andrew 
Thompson Award for Environmental Advocacy 
and Protection, students participated in varied 
and exciting sections by leading environmental 
law scholars, lawyers, and judges. We can only 
hope to experience it again next year! 
 
- Rose Keates 
 
The ELC Heads South 
In what has become an annual tradition, fifteen 
dedicated UVic law students headed south of 
the border to Oregon this March to attend the 
Public Interest Environmental Law Conference 
(PIELC), the largest environmental law confer-
ence in the world. The theme of this year’s con-
ference was “Turning the tides: Creating a Green 
and Clean Future”. Hundreds of speakers from 
all over the world discussed topics as diverse as 
global mining practices, a new strategy to apply 
international oceans law to greenhouse gas 
emissions, and a look at the newly formed envi-
ronmental law courts in China. Professor Debo-
rah Curran of UVic organized a panel on green 
real estate, discussing an assortment of smart 
growth development projects in both Canada 
and the US. 
 
PIELC is a great opportunity to learn about the 
latest developments in environmental law and 
science, and to hear the numerous success sto-
ries of dedicated professionals working to build 
a green future. The ELC would like to thank the 
Law Foundation of BC and the UVic Environ-
mental Law Centre Society, whose generous 
grants make our annual trip possible. 
 
- Ethan Krindle 

UVic Sweeps Negotiation 
Competiton 
For this year’s UBC Environmental Law Negotia-
tion Competition, four teams of negotiators 
departed from UVic to take on a tricky problem 
concerning the development of an oil field in a 
biologically sensitive area. The problem was 
particularly apt as it came on the heels of the BP 
spill in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
Our intrepid, but somewhat inexperienced 
teams battled against all odds, and some expert 
negotiation teams. Their diligence was re-
warded when the teams advancing to the final 
round were announced and all three finalists 
were from UVic Law. Mike Tallim and Adil Khan 
eventually triumphed over the strident compe-
tition offered by the two other UVic finalist 
teams of Jessica Gagne & Jordan Michaux (3rd) 
and Matthew Nefstead & Zuzana Modrovic 
(2nd). Congratulations to the participants for 
securing the fourth consecutive victory for UVic! 
 
- Tim Quirk 
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ELC Speaker Series 
Gary Cazalet, a senior lecturer at the Melbourne Law School, came to 
UVic on November 9. Gary spoke about Australia’s experiences with 
SLAPP suits – strategic lawsuits against public participation – focusing 
on the suit filed by a logging company called Gunns Ltd. against 20 ac-
tivists and politicians. 
 
On February 2, the ELC hosted Chief Judge Brian Preston of the New 
South Wales Land and Environment Court, who shared his thoughts and 
strategies on the adjudication of environmental disputes. 
 
On February 9, the Club helped host a public hearing on coal mining in 
the Province. The timing couldn’t have been better with the proposed 
Raven Coal mine actively being promoted up-island in the Comox Val-

ley. The speaker line-up offered a good range of presentations, beginning with Arthur Caldicott’s 
broad backgrounder on coal mining and its environmental effects in the province, followed by Coal-
watch’s John Snyder who explained his community’s efforts in opposing the mine. Next, the ELC’s 
Maya Stano presented on the current vulnerabilities of mine bonding in the Province. Sierra Club BC’s 
Sarah Cox then provided some good news with respect to banning mining activities in the Flathead 
River Valley. Finally, Wilderness Committee’s Tria 
Donaldson wrapped things up with a motivational 
talk to get us all involved in this important issue. All 
in all, it was a successful event with an engaged 
audience and the Club's own Ethan Krindle pulled it 
all together as MC. 
 
On February 16, Ben Parfitt of the Canadian Centre 
of Policy Alternatives gave a lunchtime lecture in 
which he told a dramatic story about Northeast B.C., 
hydraulic fracking, energy security, and the effects 
of shale gas exploration on water supplies.  
 
Manolo Morales, one of South America’s leading environmental lawyers, spoke on March 21 about 
Ecuador’s innovative protection of the rights of nature in the country’s constitution. Ecuador is one 
of the first countries to constitutionalize these rights, and countries around the world are looking to 
Ecuador’s law as a model. As of yet, it is unclear how the judiciary will apply this new protection. 


