












                                                                                                              September 17, 2009 

 The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P.  

Minister of the Environment 
Environment Canada  
Les Terrasses de la Chaudière  
North Tower, 28th Floor  
10 Wellington Street  
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3  

 Dear Honourable Minister: 

Re: Call for a full Public Hearing by an Independent Review Panel to consider the 
Environmental Assessment of the proposed  Victoria International Marina project (CEAR 
reference number 08-01-36286). 

Please be advised that Roger Patterson supports the request by the South Island Sea Kayaking 
Association (SISKA) that you refer the Victoria International Marina project to an independent 
Review Panel for a full public hearing process, pursuant to s.28 of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA). 

As expressed by SISKA in its submission to you, the project’s potential for significant adverse 
environmental, health and socio-cultural impacts and the profound public concerns about the 
project clearly warrant a referral to a Review Panel. 

Mr. Minister, I have been sailing for over 25 years and a paddler for over half a decade. Green 
boating are objectives in the organizations I am an active participant including the Juan de Fuca 
Power and Sail Squadron and the South Island Sea Kayak Association. The document you have 
before you raises numerous concerns on the adverse environmental impacts of the proposed 
development. I urge you to use your authority under the CEAA based on the evidence presented. 

Respectfully, 

 

Roger Patterson  
 

Contact information:   

4277 Panorama Place,  

Victoria, B.C.  V8X 5A9 



  

                                                                                                             September 16, 2009 

 The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P.  

Minister of the Environment 
Environment Canada  
Les Terrasses de la Chaudière  
North Tower, 28th Floor  
10 Wellington Street  
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3  

  

Dear Honourable Minister: 

Re: Call for a full Public Hearing by an Independent Review Panel to consider the 
Environmental Assessment of the proposed  Victoria International Marina project (CEAR 
reference number 08-01-36286). 

 

Please be advised that the Victoria Canoe and Kayak Club supports the request by the South 
Island Sea Kayaking Association (SISKA) that you refer the Victoria International Marina 
project to an independent Review Panel for a full public hearing process, pursuant to s.28 of the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). 

As expressed by SISKA in its submission to you, the project’s potential for significant adverse 
environmental, health and socio-cultural impacts and the profound public concerns about the 
project clearly warrant a referral to a Review Panel. 

The Victoria Canoe and Kayak Club is primarily concerned with issues to do with the safety of 
operating large and small paddle craft in and around the proposed structure and the adjacent 
aircraft taxiways. 
 
 

Yours truly, 
 
 
Douglas A Linton, 
Director, Safety and Standards, 
Victoria Canoe and Kayak Club 
1071 Jasmine Avenue, 
Victoria, BC V8Z 2P5 











 
 
 



 



September 17, 2009

The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P. 

Minister of the Environment
Environment Canada 
Les Terrasses de la Chaudière 
North Tower, 28th Floor 
10 Wellington Street 
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3 

 

Dear Honourable Minister:

Re: Call for an Independent Review Panel  - 

to consider the Environmental Assessment of the proposed  Victoria International Marina 

Please be advised that this society, IslandTransformations.Org, supports the request, by the 
South Island Sea Kayaking Association, that you refer the Victoria International Marina 
project to an independent Review Panel for a full public hearing process, pursuant to s.28 
of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.

IslandTransformations.Org has a goal of achieving sustainability for Vancouver Island, and has 
commissioned independent studies, participated in public processes, and supports other groups 
who wish to achieve that goal.  

In our opinion, the project’s potential for significant adverse environmental, health and socio-
cultural impacts, public concerns about the project, its jurisdictional complexity. and the lack 
of transparency and due process surrounding the project to date clearly warrant a referral to a 
Review Panel before decision-makers can act in the public interest.

Yours truly,

Irwin Henderson

President, IslandTransformations.Org

Contact: islandtransformations@shaw.ca 

mailto:islandtransformations@shaw.ca
mailto:islandtransformations@shaw.ca






  September 16, 2009 
 #109 - 165 Kimta Rd 
 Victoria, BC  V9A 7P1 

The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P.  
Minister of the Environment 
Environment Canada  
Les Terrasses de la Chaudière  
North Tower, 28th Floor  
10 Wellington Street  
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3  

Dear Honourable Minister: 

Re: Call for a full Public Hearing by an Independent Review Panel to consider the Environmental 
Assessment of the proposed  Victoria International Marina project (CEAR reference number 08-
01-36286). 

I strongly support the request by the South Island Sea Kayaking Association (SISKA) that you refer the 
Victoria International Marina project to an independent Review Panel for a full public hearing process, 
pursuant to s.28 of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). 

The submission by SISKA to you outlines a litany of problems associated with the marina, including the 
project’s potential for significant adverse environmental, health and socio-cultural impacts and the 
profound public concerns about the project and the procedures in its evaluation by the federal, provincial 
and municipal bodies. This has been compounded by the incomplete, sometimes inaccurate, and often 
inconsistent information provided at various times by the developer.  

I have been particularly concerned about the impact of the attenuator on the dynamic wave patterns in 
the harbour and the resulting safety issues to boaters and the heavy seaplane activity close to the marina. 
I believe documents provided by the developer underestimate potential safety issues. The minor changes 
in the current version of the proposed marina do nothing to address the concerns I have raised. 

In my view a referral to an independent Review Panel is warranted. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. L.G. Greeniaus 
(250) 388-7960 
lggree@shaw.ca  





September 16,2009

The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P.

Minister of the Environment
Environment Canada
Les Terrasses de la Chaudidre
North Tower, 28th Floor
10 Wellinglon Street
Gatineau, Quebec KIA 0H3

Dear Honourable Minister:

Re: Call for a full Public Hearins bv an Independent Review Panel to consider the
Environmental Assessment of the proposed Victoria International Marina proiect (CEAR
reference number 08-0 1-36286).

Please be advised that the Aloha Paddlers fully support the request by the South Island Sea
Kayaking Association (SISKA) that you refer the Victoria International Marina project to an
independent Review Panel for a full public hearing process, pursuant to s.28 of the Canadian
Envir onmental A s s e s sme nt Act (CEAA).

The "Aloha Paddlers", a group of thirty recreational outrigger paddlers affiliated with the Gorge
Rowing and Paddling Centre in Victori4 utilise the harbour on a regular and frequent basis
throughout the year.

Comments in the body of the SISKA submission that are particularly relevant to our group are as
follows:

o Concem has been expressed by the GO Rowing and Paddling Association that the current
marina proposal will impede the only available passage for human-powered water craft to
safely transit in and out of the harbour.

o The revised plan does not address the concems raised about access to navigable waters and
about marine safety, particularly as it relates to passage of outrigger canoes that are typically
up to 45 feet in length and almost nine feet wide. Minor adjustments to the arched bridge still
do not permit reasonable access for large six person outrigger canoes. There is no evidence
that impacts of tidal fluctuations on the utility of this arched bridge have been considered.

o There is also considerable risk involved with non-power driven vessels paddling through a
private marina. Requiring paddlers to transit through an operating marina raises safety issues
that were previously identified. Yachts have extremely restricted sightlines of vessels close
aboard and the discharge current of the yachts' thrusters while they are maneuvering within
the marina can present as an extreme hazard to outrigger paddlers.



2

o The revised plan does not mitigate the safety issues with respect to transiting through the
marina or navigating the ruurow area between the perimeter of the marina and the aircraft
taxiway.

In conclusion, as expressed by SISKA in its submission to you, the project's potential for
significant adverse environmental, health and socio-cultural impacts and the profound public
concerns about the project clearly warrant a referral to a Review Panel.

Yours truly, r

Alastair Wilson

Safety Officer, "Aloha Paddlers"

1643 Warren Gardens, Victoria, BC, V8S lS9

e-mail alawilsonfdshaw.ca

tel 1 250 598 6056







  

                                                                                                             September 16th, 2009 

  

The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P.  

Minister of the Environment 
Environment Canada  
Les Terrasses de la Chaudière  
North Tower, 28th Floor  
10 Wellington Street  
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3  

  

Dear Honourable Minister: 

Re: Call for a full Public Hearing by an Independent Review Panel to consider the 
Environmental Assessment of the proposed  Victoria International Marina project (CEAR 
reference number 08-01-36286). 

Please be advised that Victoria Harbour Defence Alliance (VHDA) supports the request by the 
South Island Sea Kayaking Association (SISKA) that you refer the Victoria International Marina 
project to an independent Review Panel for a full public hearing process, pursuant to s.28 of the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). 

As expressed by SISKA in its submission to you, the project’s potential for significant adverse 
environmental, health and socio-cultural impacts and the profound public concerns about the 
project clearly warrant a referral to a Review Panel. 

ADDITIONAL CONCERNS: 

(1) Troubled financial History of the Applicant, lack of Business Plan of Project and Liability for 
Financial Responsibility in event of failure to complete Project and/or subsequent bankruptcy. 

(2) Lack of Dredging Plan and approved Disposal Plan of toxic waste in the estimated amount of 
4000-5000 truckloads. 
 
Stuart E. Soward (On behalf of Victoria Harbour Defence Alliance) 
 
Contact information: stuart_soward@telus.net  



13 August, 2009

The Mayor and Council
City Hall
1 Centennial Square                                     
Victoria  B.C.
V8W 1P6

Dear Mayor and Council,

As a resident of Victoria and on behalf of Victoria Harbour Defence Alliance 
(VHDA), consisting of Messrs Peter Chance, Patrick Finnigan, Terry Milne, Peter 
Pollen and myself, we respectfully request a meeting be held with the Mayor and 
Council at your early convenience to discuss clarification of the current status of 
Community Marine Concepts LP proposed marina on the north side of Victoria 
Harbour.

It is our stated opinion that such a massive structure creating a major 
obstruction in the already crowded harbour is neither in the public interest nor is it 
of public benefit. In spite of several letters, public meetings and media comments 
opposing such a project, there continues to be misrepresentation by the promoter of 
the marina, while at the same time there is a growing public perception that Victoria 
City Council has yet to clarify the City’s position in this important matter.

Recently we have seen media statements by two executives of the Greater 
Victoria Harbour Authority (GVHA), voicing their support for the Marina, while a 
senior City Councillor has recently stated that the Marina is “a done deal”. All these 
statements were made following the April 17, 2009 letter to the Provincial 
Government by the City Planning Services enclosing an attachment expressing 
additional concerns by City Council. What was the response from the Province? 
Were GVHA officials told  to refrain from making politically sensitive statements in 
matters outside their mandate? We outlined these and other questions to Councillor 
Pamela Madoff  months ago with no response. 

Due to the perceived foregoing confusion, a level of secrecy and a failure to 
communicate, we feel it is essential for us to meet with Council to determine their 
position in this important matter, which not only involves the future of the Victoria 
Harbour but also its continued use in the best interest of the public.

Sincerely,                                       VICTORIA HARBOUR DEFENCE ALLIANCE



The Veins of Life Watershed Society 
205 – 338 Lower Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, British Columbia V8K 2V3
Tel: (360) 566 - 2760

http://www.salishsea.ca
Email:  volws@salishsea.ca

The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of the Environment

Environment Canada 

Les Terrasses de la Chaudière 

North Tower, 28th Floor 

10 Wellington Street 

Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3   

Dear Honourable Minister:

Re: Call for a full Public Hearing by an Independent Review Panel to consider the 
Environmental Assessment of the proposed Victoria International Marina project 
(CEAR reference number 08-01-36286). 

Please be advised that The Veins of Life Watershed Society supports the request by the 
South Island Sea Kayaking Association (SISKA) that you refer the Victoria International 
Marina project to an independent Review Panel for a full public hearing process, pursuant 
to s.28 of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA).

As expressed by SISKA in its submission to you, the project’s potential for significant 
adverse environmental, health and socio-cultural impacts and the profound public 
concerns about the project clearly warrant a referral to a Review Panel.

Yours truly,

John R. Roe
President & A Founder
Veins of Life Watershed Society 
www.salishsea.ca



Articled Student <elc.uvic@gmail.com>

Kaethe Lawn <rklawn@shaw.ca> Tue, Sep 15, 2009 at 8:32 PM
To: elc.uvic@gmail.com

Scott Bernstein
 
We  would like to add  our  voice to the call for a full Public Hearing by an independent review panel to consider the
environmental assessment of the proposed international Marina Project CFAR  Ref. No. 08-01-36286 .
 
As long time residents of Victoria we are deeply concerned  about the disastrous environmental impact   that the
construction of that marina will  have on the quality of  water and air  and  the habitat of marine mammals and sea
birds .
 Furthermore the quality of life of the people who live in the Songhees area , the enjoyment of beautiful vistas and 
pleasant shore walks by the local population and visitors alike will greatly suffer , if not destroyed entirely.
 Small  crafts such as kayaks , canoes and sailboats will lose valuable space as the boundaries of the proposed
marina will significantly narrow the harbour and make water sports very dangerous , probably even impossible. A
very sad loss indeed.   
 
 We hope that ways will be found to stop this ill conceived, environmentally disastrous ,  entirely unnecessary project
.   
 
Robin and Kaethe Lawn
Victoria                                                                                                                             

Gmail - The proposed Mega Marina http://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=e9e3ecb367&view=pt&search=in...

1 of 1 15/09/2009 9:15 PM



.• \JEtICTORIA.,
----------------------------

The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P.
Minister of the Environment
Environment Canada
Les Terrasses de la Chaudiere
North Tower, 28th Floor
10 Wellington Street
Gatineau, Quebec
KIAOH3

Re: Call for a full Public hearing by an Independent Review Panel to consider the
Environmental Assessment of the proposed Victoria International Marina project
(CEAR reference number 08-01-36286).

Please be advised that the Victoria West Community Association supports the request by
the South Island Sea Kayaking Association (SISKA) that you refer the Victoria
International Marina Project to an independent Review Panel for a full public hearing
process, pursuant to s.28 of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA).

As expressed by SISKA in its submission to you, the project's potential for significant
adverse environmental, health and socio-cultural impacts and the profound public
concerns about the project clearly warrant a referral to a Review Panel.

The Victoria West Community Association is on record as being opposed to this
development because of both safety and environmental issues, as well as the impact on
the viewscapes. We have also previously asked for a review of the handling of this file by
Transport Canada (TC) because of our concerns of a bias towards the development and
the lack of transparency, and accountability on the part ofTC, Pacific Region.

This projects requires full scrutiny in a open public hearing and such we hope you will
refer the proposed Victoria International Marina project to an Independent Review Panel
as requested by the South Island Sea Kayaking Association.

Yours truly,1-~rVh?a~
Jo-Ann Youmans, President
Victoria West Community Association



                                                                                                              September 20, 2009 

  

The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P.  

Minister of the Environment 
Environment Canada  
Les Terrasses de la Chaudière  
North Tower, 28th Floor  
10 Wellington Street  
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3  

 Dear Honourable Minister: 

Re: Call for a full Public Hearing by an Independent Review Panel to consider the Environmental 
Assessment of the proposed  Victoria International Marina project (CEAR reference number 08-
01-36286). 

Please be advised that Victoria Harbour Ferry Co. Ltd. supports the request by the South Island Sea 
Kayaking Association (SISKA) that you refer the Victoria International Marina project to an independent 
Review Panel for a full public hearing process, pursuant to s.28 of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA). 

As expressed by SISKA in its submission to you, the project’s potential for significant adverse 
environmental, health and socio-cultural impacts and the profound public concerns about the project 
clearly warrant a referral to a Review Panel. 

Victoria Harbour Ferry has operated in Victoria Harbour for the past 20 years.  Victoria Harbour Ferry is 
frequently asked for input regarding the ‘safety of operations’ in the Harbour by public and private 
sectors alike.  The current successful level of safety for marine and air operations in the harbour is a result 
of years of consultation between operators, Transport Canada and the community at large.  For the most 
part, these same private/public interests are expressing opposition to the proposed International Marina 
project.  Arguably, Victoria Harbour Ferry operates more hours on the harbour waters than the total of all 
other operators in the same area.  Our position on the insertion of the proposed marina in a harbour that is 
at the limit of safety of operations is it will result in the inevitable incident involving property damage, 
injury and or loss of life.  There is no doubt that any agency, public or private, will not want as a legacy 
attached to the propose project, the responsibility for creating a public danger that leads to the loss of life. 

 
 
B .D. (Barry) Hobbis – Director 
Victoria Harbour Ferry Co. Ltd. 
 
Contact information: 

Phone: (250) 708-0201 – Fax: (250) 708-0401 – Email: bhobbis@victoriaharbourferry.com  







SAVE VICTORIA HARBOUR
Suite 903-75 Songhees Road

Victorioa, B.C.
v9A 7M5

wvrw. s avevictoriaha rbour.co m
Telephone : 254461-7997

September 18,2009

The llonourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P.

Minister of the Environment
Environment Canada
Les Terrasses de la Chaudiire
North Tower, 28th X'loor
10 Wellington Street
Gatineau, Quebec K2A 0H3

Dear Honourable Minister:

Re: Call for a full Public Hearing by an Independent Review Panel to consider the
Environmental Assessment of the proposed Vicforia International Marina project
(CEAR Reference Number 08-02-36286).

Please be advised that our Broup, SAYE YICTORIA HARBOUR, which represents a
diverse group of citizens fully supports the request by the South Island Sea Kayaking
Association (SISKA) that you refer the Victoria International Marina project to an
independent Review Panel for a full public hearing process, pursuant to s.28 of the of the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA).

The Save Victoria Harbour group was responsible for organizing a petition. In a very
short time frame we received over 71000 SIGNATURES from individuals who are
against the proposal for this project. This petition was presented by our MP Denise
Savoie to the House of Commons. A copy was also delivered personally to the
Honourable John Baird. The petition is also being presented to our Provincial Legislature
on September23,2009.



As expressed by SISKA in ie submission to you, the project's potential for significant
adverse environmental, health and socio-culhral impacts and the profound public
concents about the project cleady warrant a refenal to a Review Panel.

Victoria's Harbour is a jewel in Canada's landscape - it deserves to be treated with the
utnost of respect - and we sincerely request that you refer this proposal to an
Independent Review Panel.

Sincerely,

SAVE YICTORIA HARBOUR

Per: Lynn MacDonald



  

                                                                                                             September 18, 2009 

 The Honourable Jim Prentice, P.C., M.P.  

Minister of the Environment 
Environment Canada  
Les Terrasses de la Chaudière  
North Tower, 28th Floor  
10 Wellington Street  
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3  

  

Dear Honourable Minister: 

Re: Call for a full Public Hearing by an Independent Review Panel to consider the 
Environmental Assessment of the proposed  Victoria International Marina project (CEAR 
reference number 08-01-36286). 

 

Please be advised that Sea to Sea Greenbelt Society of 1252 Montrose Ave. Victoria B.C. 
V8T2K4 supports the request by the South Island Sea Kayaking Association (SISKA) that you 
refer the Victoria International Marina project to an independent Review Panel for a full public 
hearing process, pursuant to s.28 of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). 

As expressed by SISKA in its submission to you, the project’s potential for significant adverse 
environmental, health and socio-cultural impacts and the profound public concerns about the 
project clearly warrant a referral to a Review Panel. 

The greatest asset of any harbour is its water surface. The water surface is finite. What is seldom 
considered in harbour use is the cummulative effect of reductions in surface area. There have 
already been too many of those reductions. 

 
Ray Zimmerman, Director  

(On behalf of Sea to Sea Greenbelt Society) 








