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re An argument for proportional reprasentation

Katherine Palmer Gordon glosses over many of the flaws of STV
and what we will sacrifice if we adopt it as an alternative voting system.

Since Victoria will be part of the Capital District which stretches
from Port Renfrew to Greater Victoria to Salt Spring Istand, local repre-
sentation and accountability will be lost. The district will elecr seven
MLAs from among as many as 30 candidates on a single ballot, Voters
cannot possibly be familiar with so many candidates and will vote the
party, not the person, Furthermore, with such large electoral districts,
local political associations are likely to cede candidate selection to
central parties, further diluting local representation.

Propenents of STV want a portion of their vote to g0 to their second,
third or even fourth choice unzil they finally get their way. In our
electoral district, this is achieved by establishing an electoral quota that
will require winning candidates to receive only 12.5 percent of the
votes. How is that democratc?

Under STV, minority governments will be the rule rather than the
exception, resulting in more frequent elections, or worse, in the forma-
tion of mid-term coalitions that citizens will have no say in choosing.
Instead, these coalition governments will be brokered by politicians
through backroom deals which will result in minority candidates and
splinter parties exerting undue influence in shaping government policy
and direction.

I¥'s too bad that the Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform didn't
recommend a majoritarian system whereby successful candidates need
to achieve more than 50 percent of the votes to be elected, This can
easily be achieved with refinements to the current voting system.

Instead, the Assembly opted for STV, the most esoteric system possible,
Even how ballots are counted under STV takes three pages of diagrams
and rext to explain how electoral guotas are established, how votes
are proportioned, subsequently transferred and nltimately “exhausted.”

While our current system may be flawed, it honours the basic prin-
ciple of local representation. Each person gets one vote which is counted
only once. It is easily explainable and understood; the person who gets
the most vores is elected. And v works. First past the post is far from
perfect butit is clearly preferable to the alternative being proposed.

Johnt Amon

Harhour about to be WAMed?

Sam Williams solved one puzzle for me: 1live on Dallas Rd and have
seen these ships come in loaded with mega yachts and I thought they
were being manufacrured somewhere else and being brought here to
sell. I thoughe this was strange since we already have a pretry strong
boat manufacturing segment out in the Keating area and at the airport
in Sidney. So he solved that question for me.

Burt another puzzle popped up the last time I saw one of these
ships come in. I noticed that two of the boats that were unloaded headed
over to the US. Port Angeles, | am assuming, [ thought it might be a tax
thing—it being cheaper to unioad in Canada and then cruise over to
the US. I guess they just hopped a ride and had a different destina-
tion. This does not support Evans’ theary, though, of there being ail
these mega yachts wanting to be in Canada.

Tarning to the idea of work/job creation, ete, in regards to his project,
if you go to any marina, especially out in Sidney at Van Isle or Port
Sidney, you will notice some fairly large boats. One of the other things
that you might note, if you are there a lot, is how little they move.
They usually just sit there. On average, I would estimate that most
of these boars might go out for two weeks a year. 1 think 1 mighe be
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overly generous here, Having been in the
boating world myself for a while now, 1 have
always wondered at this largesse and how
little recreation and pleasure is truly achieved
by owning one of these behemoths.

They usually have someone hired to “care-
take” their charges. A kind of security, main-
tenance, boat cleaning outfit—some bill
themselves as yacht management companies.
These, in my opinion, would be the main bene-
factors of such an endeavour as Mr Evans’ has
in mind. | am assuming there might be spill-
over work, but again generally these boats are
fairly new=—and not used much—so they need
little work.

Personally, if they were going to build a
marina, ] would say build one for smailer
boats, in the 27-foot to 40-foot range. There
is always a need for moorage in the Greater
Victoria area. And the people on boats this
size use thent. They are out a lot of the time,
year round. They spend their money locally
on anything from boat repair and mainte-
nance to food, booze, fuel, entertainment
ete, To me, they are the heart and soul of the
boating community—not some guy who thes
in from wherever for a week, jumps on his
boat, powers over to Port Angeles, foads
up on cheap food, booze, and fuel and then
cruises back through the lower Gulf Islands
for a couple of days. If you have ever been
anchored in a harbour when one of these
“yachts” comes in, it can be an interesting
experience, I'd say 90 percent of the time
nobody gets off the boat. If they do, it is often
when they unload one of those annoying
seadoo things that then roars around the bay
and surrounding area, That’s a real contri-
bution to the local economy and peace of
mind. Meanwhile, the rest of us have rowed
ashore, hiked, walked, beach-combed, chatted
with each other wher we meet, and ifina
community, go to a local restaurant, buy food,
gifts and anything else that catches our fancy.

Patrick Isaac

1t's the people, stupid

Yule Heibel looks to Europe (as does Aaren
Madden’s story re VPD's Bill Naughton) for
hetter ways of doing things here. Good idea.
| was born in Europe and have travelled and
lived there many times. However, promoting
businesses fo encourage an active nightlife after
the government workers go home is the oppo-
site of what Europeans are generally about.

Druring dinner one night in a restaurant on
the Chatnps-Elysees, the wairer descended on

tocusoning.ca « May 2009

our table unexpectedly and whisked every-
thing away, Only then did we notice the
restaurant emptying out quickly. (It was
only 5:40pm.} The explanation: they had
made their quota. Apparently, most French
restauranss, as well as other businesses, operate
on quota systems; once they make their daily
financial goal, they go home. Granted, some
days it takes longer, but if they reach the quota
even as early as noon, they take the rest of the
day off.

Begrudgingly, as this was overtime, the
waiter put our unfinished meals into poodle-
bags and off we went to gatina rather
deserted Bois de Boulogne. The Parisian
evening was fabulous; not a single unsavoury
character in sight.

Life is different in Europe. If's richer precisely
because businesses shut down. While some
governments have caved in to pressure from
cereain sectors to be more competitive, the
populace is trying to hold onto that which
gives fulfilment to life: time off. In Italy,
they siesta. In the Czech Republic, all stores
close before noon on Saturdays and there’s
no Sunday shopping. The French and Germans
have no intention of giving up their annual
four-to-six-week vacations. Paris and Prague
are devoid of locals all summer,

After-hours or 24-hour businesses are
not the answer to any vagrancy woes. No
one really needs to be downtown at all hours
of the night, on any day of the week. No
one really needs to eat at 3am or shop on
Sundays. Such activities {read: distractions)
promote neither community nor social well-
being. It's not the people, stupid. It’s the
family, and that’s exactly what the Europeans
are about.

Jana Kalina

Overdoing the security thing

As a dual US/Canadian citizen, I am grateful
for Trudy Duivenvoorden Mitic’s stirring
personal account of encountering so-calied
security measures while fravelling. The articie
incisively reveals the contradictions, inconsis-
tencies and hypocritical applications consequent
to the sancrimonious “war on terror.”

The talented and honest journalists Amy
Goodman and Juan Gonzales at
DemocracyNow! have an excellent inter-
view thar highlighss the hidden imperatives
behind the “war on terror” at www.demaoc
rﬁcynzgw.c»rgﬂl@(}éfEfif'zXﬁ}e_a?iimi‘acterbehind
_the_war.

Frances Pierson
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Industry hijacked World Oceans Day

from your story and prominent picture, {"Ocean and marine sector vital te B.C., june 93 it would appear that World Oceans Day in
Victoria was, In large part, hijacked by local industry to promate the proposed Victoria [sternational Marina. Fortunatety this was not the only
World Oceans Day event in town.

Here at our Fisherman's Wharf fioathome community, one of our residents is a marine blelogist and she donned a wetsult £ scour our
foreshore and bring te the surface living examptes of undersea specimens for children and adults to identify, touch and discuss, We
gistributed material on a sustainable fishing industry and the disastrous effects of plastics to marine life, We gatherad detritus from a
15-square-metre patch of local beach and displayed it for locais and out of town visitors to see the reaiity of using our oceans as garhage
dumps.

The children’s favourite from the deep was the sea squirt. This invertebrate, scon after birth, crushes and digests its own brain. Lef us not
do the same and atiow the phoniness and pornp of the proposed marina 1o litter our Songhees shoreline. Dunstan Chicanot Victoria
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Letters - April 30

Posted By: Monday Magazine Staff
04/29/2009 8:00 AM

Time for a change
Re: “Golden for Whom?” Aprit 23-29

The most important issue facing this region is being almost fotally neglected in this campaign. In eight years, the Campbel! Liberals
have built no subsidized housing for famiies—even though the dire need grows daily. On the south Isiand, thousands of people—most
of them children—~are waiting for safe, healthy housing that is subsidized so that parents aren't spending 80 percent of their income on
shelter. Thousands are living in mouldy, rat-infested units that compromise heaith and safety; thousands are living in crowded
conditions, in run-down homes with electrical and plumbing problems; thousands go hungry to keep an inadequate rocf over thair
heads.

How do children grow and what do they learn when society leaves them in these shameful conditions? The private market can't help
these children; this is the job of government and if we weren’t wasting monay on mega-projects, we would easily be able to care for the
vulnerable folks among us.

I don't know about you, but | expect my taxes fo be used to keep my fellow citizens healthy and safe. The real scandal jsn't speeding
tickets and drunk driving. The real scandai is the “let them eat cake” attitude of the ignorant, arrogant Campbell Liberals,

Sue Stroud, Brentwood Bay

The only person Gordon Campbell istens to is himseif. He cries when in trouble but the rest is all good, as long as his needs are being
met. He basically took jobs away and gave some of it back to poor people without jobs who are willing to work harder with less
pay-—and, after all those programs for childcare and welfare were taken away and reduced by his government, we elected him again.

This time, Campbell has taken away more jobs and given dig payout cheques to the top dogs so more people can lose their jobs. How
tucky are we to have him ruling over us!

Let's work togather for a healthy government that looks after alt of us with a healthy planet. Many jobs can be created in this field.
Noreen, via mondaymag.com

Voting against change

Re “To STV or not STV?," April 16-22

fintend to vote no to STV, in part because 1 reject the pernicious notion that if you don't vote for the winning candidate, yourvote is
wasted. Nonsense. Votes for the non-winners are extremely useful, as an MLA who wins by only a few votes is likely to be much more
attantive to the needs and views of their constituents than one elected with a margin of thousands.

Furthermore, we don't vote for someone to reprasent us, personaily; we vote for someone o represent our consfituency—which is not
the same thing. And no matter how many candidates are slected, the views of some volers will not be represented and their votes,
according to PR thinking, will still be "wasted.”

DRAORIONG 4: 17 PV
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Jason Youmans states that, “The 10 percent of CRD voters who backed a Green candidate in 2005 have no one in the legislature to
1ook to for accountability.” More nonsense. MLAs are accountable to all voters in their constituency, not just to those who voted for

them.

Reducing 85 constituencies tc 20 voting districts will create enormous areas, campaigning in which will favour those with the most
monay. On the south end of Vancouver island, we would have a district stretching from Jordan River in the west to the Southern Gulf
islands in the east. The idea that STV will somehow lessen the parties’ influence and make it easier for small parties or independent
candidates to gain seats is ludicrous, given the geographic and financial chailenges.

Youmans concludes by saying, “And if the steadily declining voter turnout tells us anything, it's that the time for change has come.”
Perhaps, but not necessarily this change. Rather than the voting system, the decline in voter turnout is more likely due to the
increasing trivialization and the relentless negativity of most political debate, reporting, and comment. Proponents of STV claim it will
force politicians to cooperate. | doubt it changing the voting system won't change human nature and politics will continue to be
conducted as a high-stakes game among professional males.

in short, STV's alleged benefits do not make up for its myriad drawbacks.

Elizabeth Woods, Victoria

Maga-yachts don't float

Re: Letters, March-April

Overlooked in the recent debate on the mega-yacht marina is the incredible poliution these vessels create,

A Goegle search on fuel efficiency of yachts shows that a modern 75-foot powerboat burns about 450 litres (99 gallons) of diesel fuet
per hour, producing 2,200 pounds of carbon dioxide. A sbe-hour cruise will consume 594 gallons of fossil fuels and create 13,200
pounds of carbon dioxide—more than an average car in a year. Multiply this by dozens of boats coming and going all summer and you
have a massive and extremaly serious environmental impact. And this doesn't even consider the vast resources used, waste produced
and poliution created in the initial construction of these fihergtass behemaths. Their ecological footprint is staggering.

Mega-yachts are the Hummers of the sea. Nothing says “| don't give & damn about the environment!” more than one of these garish
hoats. Instead of setting an example of resource eonservation and frugality in this age of ecotogical crises, the extraordinarily wealthy
parade around in hyper-polluting floating palaces.

As the Earth struggles with the crisis of climate change, t is inappropriate to encourage mega-yachts with a giant private parking iot in
our publicly owned harbour. Viictoria is still a beautiful, charming city precisely because we have resisted this type of development.

Richard Brunt, Victoria
Would you rather wa went broke?

First it was full-page ads for cigarettes and now a sprawling ode to consumerism brought to us by Walmart, the purveyors of
disposable crap. What's next for Monday Mag revenue generation-—ads for companies manufacturing landmines? Geez folks, have you
inst your moral compass in these times of economic uncertainty? Shame, shame.

M. Swallow, Saanich

Wow—Walmart and cigarette ads, ali in one issue! But why stop thera? | hear Monsanto has a massive ad budget as well. Are you
enjoying this, just pissing on the hearts and souls of all the peaple like me who've supported you all these years? Are you proud of
pushing cancer sticks and the worst of globalization? Do you tell your kids what you're doing?

i remember when we could laugh at the biased inanities of the Times Colonist, and we could write to good-old Monday in awareness
and solidarity to mock their often-shallow approach to the important issues of the day. But as the cynic once said, everything has a
price—al! hail the mighty greenback.

How many hundred people around the world died of cancer today, seduced by that oh-sc-glamorous advertising to take up smoking?
aut dor't let it bother you, you're just doing your job. Good tuck with that whole karma thing.

if 1 sound angry, f'm more just sad-—kind of ike finding out David Suzuki actually drives a Hummer. Because these weren't "just” ads
and you didn’t used to be "just’ a newspapef.

Jonathan Blake, Victoria

Habitually reading the magazine back to front (by the way, kudos for the excellent Wildwood featura), | finally arrive at page 4. What
cheerfully greets my eye? A full-page cotour ad for Walmart, promoting, of ali things, Killex and Weed & Feed at bargain rates—in your
Earth Week issue, no [ess.

Thanks Monday for a splendid exampie of the rony of our imes. Too bad this wasn't your April Fool's joke. 1t certainly was good fora
jaugh—with just a hint of bitterness.

Christina Nikolic, Victoria

We {ike Campbefl
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A few questions on the marina

Re: “Marina meeting welceme,” editerial, April 7.

Your editorial understates the impact on non-motorized craft. Kayaks, dragen boats, cutriggers and canoes are a frequent sight in the
area. | am not a paddier, but know that they faunch from the Gorge and from the bay at the Delta hotel, paddte through Songhees water, to
West Bay, sometimes out the main chasnet and then bacic again, making for a very leng run.

What’s stopping the developer from bullding a waterfroat restaurant on the two waterfront jots he already owns, if he wants to bring jobs
to the area? The view from a waterfrort restaurant in that \ocation would be of a beautiful harbour, rather than 3 wal of fibreglass yachts.

If the developer says dredging the seabed would bring back sea tife, what sea life would return in an area Inhabited by a large marina?
Where are they dumging the contaminant dredging?

Nowhere in print has it appeared that the slips are to be sold. I was taid by 2 rep at the developer’s open house that this is how the
marina is expected to succeed. This shocked me because 1 thought the "sell” was for visiting mega-yachts bringing lots of tourist doliars to
Victoria. Nana Spence Victoria

Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www newspaperdirect com, us;Can: 1,877.980.4040, Intern: §00.5364.6364 | Copyright and protscted by appiicable faw.

Page: 11{ALi}of 1 Cick page b yeom @/ Click artice ttie 10 open in text vew

26/06/2009 4:47 PM



Times Colonist Digital http://digital timescolonist.convepaper/viewer.aspx

TINES #85COLONIST IGITAL.  £59<anadacom e oo v son

wenig SEREEELTIVE R SRS

Al1 Comment

Article renk gApr 2009 Times Colonist

Marina plans are far from finalized

Re: Marina meeting weicome,” editorial, April 7.

While the editorial is a falr assessment of the problems surrounding the megayacht marina propesal, it is also superficial in a number of
areas, The developer keaps saying that the dredging wili be good for the harbour environment, aithough no proper environmentai study has
been compieted. This marina would require the paddiers and smail boaters to pass arcund it by travelling through dangerous air and
seaborne harbour traffic, although the developer states they can be accommodated. Also, in the promotienal material there i a statement
that the project is "currently under construction” when nio such thing is happening.

Yes, the penultimate sentence in your article, “requiring @ complete airing of this project” injects that note of fairness for which your
support is gratefuily acknowiedged. Peter Chance Sidnay
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Letters for April 8

Published: Aprii 07, 2009 8:00 AM
Updated: Aprit 07, 2009 8:11 PM

G Comments
Used-up containers could help house homeless
Homelessness is a growing problem in Victoria.

Sustainable living downtown is all but impossible for
the destitute, who often are forced to seek shelter in
doorways or other cubbyholes. It's unhealthy for
them and a shameful blight on the 'Garden City.' For
many heading west across Canada or south down
Vancouver island, this city is the end of the road.

Another problem we face in our consumer society is
recycling or disposing the myriad products or their FTiEmall =¥ Print = Letter to Editor % Share

wrappings for which there is no longer any use. OTHERS ALSO READ...

An example of these items, railway companies tell Victoria News
w Letters for April 29

ug, are metal shipping contamgrs. These e_nd up as « Letters for April 10
scrap metal, after a lot of cutting and moving about « Letiers for April 15
- a process that creates a lot of air pollution. = Letters for April 24
» Letters for May 8
Now, do you se& a connection between

: Vancouver island South
homelessness and containers? Well, | do.

= Leflers
. . = Letters - 4 in response to Michael Friedman’s piece of April 15
With some chopping, welding, insulating and lining, « Letters fo the editor - Apri 15
these destined-for-scrap containers could be
fransmogrified into quite attractive and suitable Text = (%

housing units for ons or two persons — including
bicycle racks welded onto the rear. They could become either a single or a T-shaped unit, with a
mini-garden or trees.

With planning and training, candidates for such houses could be pariicipants in the creation of their new
homes. On a more ambitious scale, and if a suitable location could be found, this could become an
easily exportable, manufactured product for Victoria and give our current homeless population a real leg

up.

The money for such a venture is there: it's called welfare. Trade this for a new working class — and a
positive inspiration for the rest of our fine country.

Surely, politicians of all stripes can fine-tune this idea into an action plan before 2009 turns into another
blustery winter. Who will be the first to move on this?

Redner Jones
Victoria
Mega-yacht marina inappropriate

Building a marina for mega-yachts in one of the iast public spaces in Victoria's harbour is the wrong
idea.

i was on Victoria city council in 1993, when water lots in this area were dowrn-zoned {o prevent
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construction of buildings up to three storeys high. Comments on this down-zoning emphasized
complaints from Songhees residents, but there was a more important general reason for doing this.
That particular council placed great emphasis on the public interest and in maximizing public benefits
from the deveiopment.

The Songhees waterfront walkway and park were important development benefits gained, in line with
city policies, to allow the public to enjoy the waterfront and the views across the harbour. It was
considered worthwhile to protect this amenity by down-zoning the water lots so buildings would not
block the viewscape of a view-oriented amenity. Council did this in full awareness of the likelihood of
having to pay compensation to the developer. The city down-zoned the water lots and compensation to
the developer was eventually paid, not directly for the down-zoning, but for the work done to provide
public amenities, including the coastal walkway.

The current proposal to accommodate mega motor-yachts in the same area means vessels up to 135
feet long, typically three or four decks high, or about the same as a three-storey building. So, it seems
that we have come full circle, except that the city has already paid, through compensation, for an
unobstructed Songhees walkway, which has proven to be just as popuiar as expected.

| am concerned that in the current approvals process there appears to be no evaluation of how the
proposal will affect the public interest and the city's investment in this. Cutting off viewscapes from
public spaces intended for the public’s enjoyment devalues these amenities. The fact that the city has
already determined this to be inappropriate and has paid compensation to protect this public amenity
should carry sufficient weight to ensure that this proposal is rejected.

Alastair Craighead
Victoria
Party position clarified by Green candidate

in Keith Vass’s latest article covering the BC Greens (News, March 20), he mentioned that | desired a
Liberal minority government.

But it should be clarified that the focus is to have Greens hold the balance of power. In today's B.C.
politics, our government is extremely polarized and divided. In a truly responsible government, parties
will recognize the legitimacy of each other’s place in the Legislature and work together to find
compromise, and that's the last thing British Columbians can expect to see with either the Liberals or
the NDP as government.

The anly hope for responsible government in B.C. is to elect Greens to hold the balance of power, no
matter who holds government. in a truly responsible government, the governing party is a symbolic
gesture of stability where all parties and independents can work in an atmosphere of respect and
co-operation.

Adam Saab
Green Party B.C. candidate, Victoria-Beacon Hill
Save the company, lose the industry

Although 373 names were dropped from Forbes’ list of billionaires, there was a new name: Wang
Chuanfu of China — his company produces electric cars. Ten years ago GM developed the EV1 using
inexpensive NiIMH batteries. it had a 240 km range without recharging, but they sold control of the
battery patents to the oil cartel. Now GM is facing bankruptcy.

With the Harper economy, the mismanaged GM will be given taxpayer's money, which wilt give GM an
unfair advantage over the better-managed carmakers, resulting in a weaker industry.

Dennis Kerr
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Letters - April 2

Posted By: Monday Magazine Staff
04/01/2009 8:00 AM

Likes her landlord
Re: “Renovictims No More,” March 26-Aprit 1

| am a tenant of Dr. Domovitch and have lived in his Yates Street building for three years. |, for
one, want to say that the improvements his new manager has brought are more than
welcome. The place was a mess before and, I'm sorry to say, some of the tenants were scary:
I had one guy who smelled like he hadn't taken a bath in years on one side and another who
smoked pot day in and day out on the other side. The hallways and the lobby looked like hell,
and the maintenance people did nothing. In the last six months the place has been
completely turned around; all the sordid tenants are gone, the place looks amazing and | am
happy to come home after a hard day’s work. And, most importantly, | now feel safe here.

Please don’t stop your improvements, Dr. Domovitch. | know some of my friends wish their
landlords would make such an effort.

Michele Clement, Victoria
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Hates the sound
Re: “Sound Saivation,” March 19-25

Ah, the mind-expanding listening experience that is university radio . . . or, at least that's the
way | remember it. | grew up in Vancouver listening to UBC’s CITR in the '80s with its
consistently varied and otherwise unheard music: reggae (with a genuine Jamaican DJ!),
African, Latin American, electronic, etc. This was also back when alt-music was in full force
and the Sub Pop/ Seattle scene was just getting going.

Then | moved to Victoria and assumed | would hear the same eccentric blend and did . . .
occasionally. Otherwise, all | ever hear are the same tired old formats: bluegrass, hot jazz,
blah, blah—boring. Sorry to burst your bubble, but for any great shows that may have existed
on CFUV, there are presently none that I've heard that | can tolerate. And this is not because
music was better in those days; the programming was better.

Geoff Abel, via mondaymag.com
Smokin’ mad
Re: recent cigarette ads

Nothing undermines the supposed counter-culture stance of Monday Magazine like a
full-page, full-colour cigarette ad. It's hard to take Monday's editorials and articles railing
against things like Big Oil and Big Pharma seriously when it seems so ready and willing to
sell out to Big Tobacco.

| know times are tough, but a full-page ad for cigarettes in Monday is not only hypocritical, it's
disgusting. | can only hope that the large-print warning at the bottom of the page was meant
as ironic commentary on the ad being there at all.

JoAnn Dionne, Victoria

How did you come up with the bright idea to sell out Monday with cigarette advertising? Your
credibility is now worth whatever B&H;pays for a full-page ad. Next time you have something
to say in the way of ethics, don’t bother—it'll sound like a joke.

Rob Thompson, Victoria
The art of conversation
Re: “Controversial Creations,” March 5-11

In a recent newspaper article by Robert Fulford about a new book on renowned artist David
Hockney by Lawrence Weschler and his previous book on Robert Irwin, Fulford notes that,
“They shift the reader several levels above the peevish bickering that often deadens cultural
discussion and remind us that contemporary art, on some of its best days, draws us into the
midst of debates that are wonderfully creative and crucially important while nevertheless
irresolvable—and aiso, iike a Hockney drawing, deeply and seriously charming.” | long for that
level of debate and public criticism in Victoria.
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legitimate artists are people that make works of art primarily because they have to. They are
compelied by a sometimes visible but more often invisible and inexplicable muse. One can
argue that this impetus to simply do, or make art, is the highest achievement of our species.

When we verbalize or write thoughts about art that bend the arc of cultural conversation from
that concerning, say, the emotive aspect of the play of shadow across a sculpture, or the
delight or sorrow induced by a combination of colour and shape in a painting, to the “peevish
bickering” exemplified in parts of a recent article and in some letters in your magazine, we
tragically miss the point and the benefit of art.

Franc D'Ambrosio, Victoria

Punchline: April 1
Re: “The Price of Now,” March 26-April 1

| thought we had plenty of exposure and dedication to “now” in the new Design District with its
most modern(ist) stores, the magazine racks at any book store and the advertising that
pervades many activities that we seem to participate in.

Let's hope that despite its “upbeat/Entertainment Tonight/interesting and important”
promotion, NOW proves itself to be a museum of “contemporary and modern art and design,”
for which many cities is a wonderful asset to showcase and promote what is innovative and
visionary.

Rosie Kapust via mondaymag.com

Paddling mad
Re: “TC mails VIM invites,” March 19-25

We strongly oppose the application for a water lease along the shoreline of Lime Bay Park for
the proposed Victoria international Marina. This stretch of waterfront along Lime Bay Park was
never in any marina plans, so how can it be now? When we bought our waterfront condo in
Ocean Park Towers we were not told that a marina was proposed there—because it wasn't.

It is unacceptable that this public area has been absorbed into the marina plans and
suddenly transformed into commercial property. We specifically bought this condo because
the shoreline was designated a public park and therefore posed no risk of being developed.
Granted, the Victoria International Marina was okayed in front of Royal Quays—but it was
never supposed to be built west of Cooperage Place. This change in the plans for the
proposed marina has left us, along with many of our fellow residents, outraged and unified to
vigorously pursue whatever means we have to speak out against this application.

Not only does this project undermine the public’s right to enjoy this public space, it also
threatens a property owner's way of life that they have worked very hard to achieve.

Janet & Ross Shortreed, Victoria

Visit savevictoriaharbour.com to find out more about opposing the marina development.
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HANDOUT
e project confticts with Victo-
a fetter-writer says.

Marina wrong for city’s image

Branding & city s a sim-
ple rule: You have to go for
authenticity. You can't pre-
tend to be what you are nef.
Victoria’s authentic and
defining rictmess is the juX-
raposition of 4 humun-seale
lifestyle in harmony with
its dramatic natural setting,
above all the sea.
Human-scale marings
for the commmniry's recr
ational eraft are handsoma
additions. But the proposal

to build 4 gated marina for
megna-yochts Lor oulsiders
in the city's cental asset.
the harbeur, ¢ould not be
more wrong for Victoria,
nor less apportune Many
here have seen their life
savings plunge.

Last month, upwards of
700,000 North Americans
Iost their jobs. The tragie
nedbdown dida't just hap-
pen. [t was caused by peo-
ple playing the system

recklessly and greedily, and
they have escaped with out-
fandish profits, Thei
favousire tay's are niega-
yachis.

Victoria is goiag lotry te
change ils persenmity to
Luitd a Facifity o its piice
iess urbmt shereline 10
attract these people? For
whose benefit? The notion
their tiny and oceasional
numbess wonld bring finan-
cial benefit to Victoria

beyonit ihe bevefits from
more Tha 00006 visitars
byom eraise ships a year is
withous mesit.

1 expect that municipal
councils will send the proj-
et packing.

Jeremy Kinsman
Vicforit
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Industry hijacked
World Oceans Day

From your storv and prominent picture,
{"Ocean and marine sector vital to B.C,,
June 9} it would appear that World
COceans Day in Victoria was, in large part,
hijacked by local industry to promote the
preposed Victoria International Marina.
Fortunately this was not the only World
Oceans Day event in town.

Here at our Fisherman's Wharf float-
home community, one of our residents ig
a marine biologist and she donned a wet-
suit to scour our foreshore and bring to
the sarface living exarnples of undersea
specimens for children and adults to
identify, touch and discuss. We distrib-
ated material on a sustainable fishing
industry and the disastrous effects of
plastics to marine life. We gathered detri-
tusg from a 1S-square-metre patch of local
beach and displaved it for locals and out
of town visitors to see the reality of using
our oceans as garbage dumps.

The children’s favourite from the deep
was the sea squirt. This invertebrate,
soon after birth, crushes and digests its
own brain. Let us not do the same and
allow the phoniness and pomp of the pro-
posed marina to litter our Songhees
shoreline.

Dunstan Chicanot
Victoria
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Marina is really
just moorage

I believe we are being sold a bill of goods
regarding the new marina for mega-
yachts in the harbour. Victoria is nota
destination port for mega-yachts, beauti-
ful city though it is. It is a stopover on the
way 1o Alaska and the northern passages.
We will not get a parade of these yachts
visiting us and spending bags of money.

The rea} reason for building it is
because Seattie and other ports in this
region have no room, 50 the combina-
tion of cheaper moorage and access [0
the north coast is appealing to
Americans living in the Pacific
Northwest. This marina will simply be
a parking lot for big white tubs that
may or may not go out for a few davs or
weeks a few times a year.

They won'i spend much money here.
They have everything they need on
board, and they certainly won't buy our
expensive fuel when they can filupin
Anacortes for half the price. The only
income stream will be moorage fees (o

Marina would add

to city’s appeal

I am in full support of the proposed
marina for the Inner Harbour.

1 live in a condo on the outer harbour
area and am able to watch the various
vessels and planes come and go
throughout the day. The proposed
marina would be a welcome addition to
our beautiful harbour.

While the economy has tanked, it wili
come back and those individuals who
awn these vessels will flock to our har-
bour not onty because of the beauty, but
also because we live in a safe and stable
country. The additional money spent in
our city willicarry us through for a long
time to come.

In addition, more people will start
walking along Westsong Way to enjoy
looking at these vessels and perhaps
stop in at the proposed restaurant for a
meal. We have such a beautiful city full
of treasures, this proposed marina will
be & welcome addition.

Shirley Waldont
Victoria



WWW.VICNews.com « A9

b7 roceq
.;2:’__”’.

We don’t
want to
encourage
mega yachts

Re: “Turbulent seas” (News,
April 24)

Overlooked in the recent article
discussing a marina for mega
yachts is the incredible pollution
these vessels create.

A Google search on fuel
efficiency of yachts shows that
a modern 23metre power boat
surns about 450 litres of diesel
fuel per hour, producing 2,200
pounds of carbon dioxide.

A six-hour cruise will consume
584 gallons of fossil fuels and
create 13,200 pounds of carbon
dioxide —more than an average
car in a year. Multiply this by
dozens of boats coming and
going ail summer and you have
a massive and extremely serious

 “Mega yachss are the
Hummer of the sea”
- Richard Brunt

. environmental impact. '
i This does not even consider

| the vast resources used, waste
produced and pollution created
in the initial construction of these
fiberglass hehemoths. Their
ecological footprint is staggering,

Mega yachts are the Hummer
of the sea. Nothing says “1
dan't give a camnn about the
environment” more than one of
these garish boats,

Instead of setting an example
of resource conservation and
frugality in this:age of ecological
crises, the extracrdinarily wealthy
parade around in hyper-polluting
floating palaces.

As the Earth struggles with
the crisis of climate change, it
is inappropriate to encourage
mega yachts with a glant private
parking iot in eur publicly owned
harhour.

Victoria is still a beautiful,
charming city precisely because
we have resisted this type of
development.

Richard Brunt
Victoria
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Lunn adrift?

Re: Letters, March-April ;

I applaud MP Denise Savoic’s effores to gain
concessions from the minister of transpors and
a repricve on the approval of permits for the
Victoria International Marina development
untif there is more public discusslon] A pad-
dling group, of which I am a member, nod-
fied me that MP Keith Maetin has dgreed o
meet with paddlers to discuss the impacts of
this development on our right to navigate the
waters in our harbour, :

As a constituent in MP Gary Luanks clec-
toral riding, | am wondering why he has been

_silent about his position on this mega-yache

proposal, As a paddler, [ i

minister of sra:i} for spor:,ﬁ;gr.lisg:% ;122{;1;:

come our publicly in support of those involved

in paddle-spors, Earticulaﬂy those who rely

?:;i ;r?gizi:g :h; eu;lbour waters in order to

Compeﬁdom'on and international cgutngger
Where ate you, Mr. Lunn?

Roger Patterson, V;'doria
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Marina plans are
far from finalized

Re: Marina meeting welcome,” editorial
April 7,

While the editorial is a fair assessmeht
of the problems surrounding the mega-
yvacht marina proposal, it is also superfi,
¢ial in a number of areas. The developey
keeps saying that the dredging will be
good for the harbour environment,
although no proper environmenta! study
has been completed. This marina would
requaire the paddlers and small boaters ¢
pass around it by travelling through dan;
gerous air and seaborne harbour traffic,
although the developer states they can be
acconmodated. Also, in the promotional]
material there is a statement that the |
project is “currently under construction”
when no such thing is happening,

Yes, the penultimate sentence in y
article, “requiring a complete airing of
this project” injects that note of fafrmess
for which your support is gratefully
acknowledged.

L]

Peter Chance
Sidney

A few questions
on the marina

Re: “Marina meeting welcome,” editorial,
Aprii 7,

Your editortal understates the impact
on non-motorized craft. Kayaks, dragon
boats, outriggers and cances are a fre-
quent sight in the ares. Tamnot a pad-
dler, but know that they launch from the |
Gorge and from the bay at the Deita
hotel, paddle through Songhees water, to
West Bay, sometimes out the main chan-
nel and then back again, making for z
very long run.

What's stopping the developer from
building 2 waterfront restaurant on the
two waterfront Iots he already owns, if he
wants to bring jobs to the area? The view
from a waterfront restaurant in that loca-
tion would be of a beautiful harbour,
rather than a wall of fibreglass yachts.

if the developer says dredging the
seabed would bring back sea life, what
sea life would return in an area inhabited
by a large marina? Where are they dump-

ng {ne contaminant dredging?

where in print has it appeared that
the glips are to be sold. I was told by a rep
at the developer's open house that this is
howithe marina is expected to succeed.
This shocked me because I thought the
“sell” was for visiting mega-yachts bring-
ing Ibts of tourist dollars to Victoria.

Nang Spence
Vict{;m‘a
i




Mega-yacht marina
inappropriate

Building a marina for mega-
vachts in one of the last public
spaces in Victoria's harbour is the
wrong idea.

[ was on Victoria city council
i 1993, when water lots in this
area were down-zoned 16 prevent
construction of buildings up o
three storeys high. Comments
on this down-zoning emphasized
compiaints from Songhees
residents, but there was a more
important general reason for
doing this. That particular
councit placed great emphasis
on the public interest and in
maximizing public benefits from
the development.

The Songhees waterfront
walkway and park were ienportant
development benefits dained, in
line with city policies, 10 allow
the public to enjoy the waterfront
and the views across the harbour.
it was considered worthwhile to
protect this amenity by dowtr
zoning the water lois s0 huildings
would not block the viewscape of
a view-oriented amenity. Councll
did this in full awareness of

i

the likelihood of having to pay
compensation o the developer.
The city down-zoned the water
lots and compensation to the
developer wis eventually paid,
not directly ia;r the down-zoning,

nut for the wirk done 10 provide
pubtic amenities. including the
coastal walkway.

The curren{ propesal 10
accommodate mega Mmotor-
yachts in the same area means
vessels up to135 feet long,
typically three or four decks high,
or about the same as a three-
storey building, So, it seems that
we have come full circle, except
that the city has already paid,
through com nsation, for an
uncbstructed Songhees wallway.
which has proven to be just as
popular as ey ected.

{ am concefned that in the
current approvals process there
appears to be no evaluation of
how the proposal will affect the
public interest and the city's
investiment ir] this, Cutting
off viewscapes from public
spaces intended for the public’s
enjoyment devalues these
arenities, THe fact that the city
has already d termined this to

!

be tnappropriate and has paid
compensation to protect this
public amerlty should earry
suificient weight to ensure that
this proposal is rejected.
Alastair Craighead
Victoria
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Second thoughts
on mega-yachts

The current slick and con-

fusing promotion of a huge

mega-yacht facility in the
Inner Harbour deserves a
great deal more assess-
ment than it has been
given. For example, the
Promoter’s “handout” that
your paper was kind
enough to print with
Jeremy Kinsman's letter
protesting the mega-
marina concept is a bla-
tant misrepresentation of
what the proposed marina
for fifty mega-yachts
would look like, Where isa
picture of fifty mege-
yachts together? The
handout shows only a few
small boats,

The promoter must buy
the water for his proposed
marina. And strangely, the
federal government Con-
trols this bit of harbour
and refuses to have a pub-
lic hearing on its sale.
They say they helped pro-
mote the promoter’s meet-
ing; and that is enough.

We as a COMIMuRity
have tried diligently over
the years 1o keep the Inner
Harbour open for marine
traffic and general public
enjoyment. Phone, write,
fax or e-mail MP Gary
Lunn; he can stop this
impending tragedy.

Peter Pollen
Victoria

Marina would

bring benefits

1 fully support the building
of the proposed marina to
accommodate “super-
yachts” in the harbour.

i These yachts require con-
| stant maintenance, and

our local marine industry
employs world-class
tradespeopte who could
benefit from all the extra
work the presence of these
vessels would bring. The
smail sacrifice that kayak-
ers and thelocal NIMBYs
will make - after all, the

would be developed has

! neen known for years — is
* insignificaat compared 1o

the economiic spinofts that
it will bring.

Maicolm Berry
| North Saanich

possibility that the marina '




Marina offers
little benefit

A kayaker writes that he
would not mind paddling
around the proposed Victo-
ria harbour vacht marina.
The trouble is that during
the marina dredging and
construction phase, and
afterwards, the small
boats and kayaks that now
safely use the waterway
close to the north shore
would be pushed out into
the busy aircraft and ship-
ping lanes, adding to the
problems he suggests
already exist.

I don't believe the
marina will be a financial
bonanza for Victoria. To
be viable the marina
might have 1o sell or
lease permanent year-
round moorage 1o absen-
tee mega-yacht owners
keen to park their vessels
at cheap Canadian rates.
This will mean a steady
profit for the marina, but
littte financial spinoff for
others.

Victorians will have
given up a traditional
waterway and a sizable
portion of their harbour
and waterfront mainly 1o
enrich a developer,

Terry Milne
Victoria

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2009

Paddlers

deserve a voice

As a paddler, I cherish my
right to safe, unimpeded
access to our beautiful
harbour. As part of the
bargain, I adhere to traffic
rules and do my part ta
keep the harbour clean
and safe.

Victoria’s paddling
community organizes
programs that provide
health and recreation
opportunities to thou-
sands, including children,
seniors and persons with
disabilities. These activi-
ties generate hundreds of
thousands of dollars that
support charities, events
and dozens of businesses.

As a result, I do not
consider my access
rights subordinate to any
other user in the harbour,
All user groups have
equal rights to this public
space and, with a proven
traffic plan from our har-
bour master, we have
enjoyed years of remark-
ably safe and respectful
co-existence in our busy
harbour.

Personally, [ appose
the proposed Inner Har-
bour marina because its
intrusive design at the
harbour’s narrowest
point threatens paddlers’
access, rights and the

above mentioned balance.

All user groups,
including paddlers,
deserve an equal voice in
debating this marina pro-
posal.

Kris Terquds
Esquimalt

|
|
|




26009 112 AM

{.eners « March 26 | Monday Mag

maglc taeth
oM WY T ML T S 120 PROPLE DIED, Wi uiNG
LRGITANIA WG TeaP{D0(0 BY & 13 Faom wcrmm‘
CLEMAN SUBMMINE OFF 54 -
COAST of 3ARELAND.
-
~ - f
1 !

- - TN e

vea Rt RN M RASERIEE
#5 T ik & SRACANGER LINEKR
LEASCE wat Civilkag AND
IRFANTS | ANT.- (CERMAN GENT ENT
SPREAD QUICKLY. Y SATuRDAY
GIGHT, DRuHE N D:0Th BROKE
out RESWMTING iN 8 Wi INST
WGHT N WETORME sefody T A
fpeal POAKT OF NUE fo0-STRoNG
HOBG KM wWAS Tul KRIGERMNF
HOTEL AT B ANSHARD § Jowutey

. _— . !

D SoRSTET . 4

iEaNERELEEREL

i 13
<A R
5 A LY A
ORI ~ T '
e = e PR L S AT agalen

gareth gaudin

risstiiianatd

Magic Teeth by Gareth Gaudin

Letters - March 26

Posted By: Monday Magazine Staff
03/25/2009 8:00 AM

Either oar
Re: “TC mails VIM invites,” March 19-25

| am one of the paddiers who received an invite to the developer's open house promoting the
mega-yacht marina proposal. The invite, urging me to “join in the energy and excitement’ of the
marina project, was e-mailed to me by the Transport Canada review officer whose mandate under
the Navigable Waters Protection Program includes protecting the right of non-powered vessels
(paddlers) to access these waters.

According to government guidelines, the officers handling the developer's application for Transport
Canada are required to carry out an unbiased review and approval process that includes public
consultation with stakeholders. How could Transport Canada possibly consider it appropriate for
their staff to mail out this slick promotional material on behalf of the developer—especially when

+ -psport Canada had declined to send a representative to an earlier public town hall forum to

| _ar stakeholders’ concerns? As a paddier and taxpayer, { find this appearance of bias on the part
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of the decision-maker appalling. The government ﬁnust be held accountable for a fair, open and
transparent review process. We owe this to our children and grandchildren when the future of our
precious natural resources are at stake.

Jrge readers to express their views on this marina approval process to Michael Henderson,
director general, Transport Canada, Pacific Region (michael henderson@tc.ge.ca) and to John
Baird, minister of transport in Ottawa (john.baird@fc.gc.ca).

Robbie Taylor, Esquimalt
Cashing in
Re: “Bragging Rights,” March 19-25

| called the Cash Store to get my partner, with her permission, off their targeted promotional mailing
list. They admitted that they send their ad to the postal codes around their stores, according to
Sandy McMullen, who was helpful and polite, :

| mentioned that must not include the Uplands, where people make at least $50,000-plus per year,
because there is no store there. She asked me how | got that information, and | said it was in the
Census. She said we must call the post office and tell them to stop delivering promotional fliers (1-
800-267-1177). Anybody interested in telling the Cash Store what you think of their predatory
mailers can call them at 780-408-5110, and ask for Michael Thompson, investor relations and
government affairs vice president. Leave a voice message if he's not there. Be polite—remember,
you'll catch more bees with honey.

-4y Wartel, Victoria

Speaking of “unequivocally false statements,” | am fed up with the Cash Store’s junk mail that
includes a fake cheque made out to “Current Occupant” and says | have been pre-approved for a
loan because | am a “preferred customer.” f

I have compiained by telephone to the company's Q:ixacira Street store and by e-mail to the
company with a copy to the British Columbia Payday Loan Association. If | get another of those
preferred-customer spiels, | will send a formal complaint to the provincial and federal governments
as well as Advertising Standards Canada.

Can we make this a class action?

Z. Alexandra Plaskin, Victoria

Do the math

Re: “An Education in Learning,” March 19-25

Jo0l budgets on the South Island are to be reduced yet again. Services to our children will be
reduced, yet again. Security costs alone for the Winter Olympics have increased from $175 million

uip monday mag comdariclesiontry deners 74 Page Tof 3
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Yachts would
add to harbour
{ bought & condo many
years ago in the Songhees
as it promised a marina
and restaurant.

It neverjhappened even
though it wias approved. 1
sold.
Times hitve changed. |
now kavakimysetf, but we
the kayakef: are but a
small percentage of the
voices to have a marina.
In these tough economic
times for oyr business
commimity] [ cannot
fathom not proceading
with this project. I'm sure
T manoeuvre my kavak
around this marina.

I get excited seeing
these large, wondrous
vachts that i can only
drearm abouf. I'm afraid
the sight of kayaks going
by doesn't tura me on,

We are sumetimes
referred to 4s “spead
bumps” on the bugy Inner
Harbour and are more
problematic ‘Lthan we are
worth sometimes. Other
than buying the kayak, we
bring ne further business
te the community. The
marina will. |

Fred Miller
Victaria
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Marina missing
its market

Re: “Marina wrong for
city's image.” letter;
Matrch 30.

1 certainly agree with
the writer against the
proposed Inner Harbour
marina who says that
Victoria “can’t pretend to
be what [it] is not,” and
that “you have to go for
authenticity.”

The developers and
supporters of a world-
class marina for Victoria's
Inner Harbour seem to be
focusing on the hope that
the proposed project
would attract those so-
calied mega-yachts whose
owners’ extremely deep
pockets would markedly
boost Victoria's économy.
What seems to be lacking
in that vision is the fact
that Victoria isn't &
playground for the idle
rich and what they
purportedly seek. We have
no Rodeo Drive or Fifth
Avenus shopping, we have
no vibrant night life with
casinos and high-profile
entertainment, and while
we have good restaurants,
we have little, if any,
world-class dining, Does it
escape the proponents of
the marina project that it
would most likely end up
being a very expensive,
little-used, obtrusive white
elephant?

R. Bruce Dudton
Victoria
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Marina is
inappropriate

Re: “A harbour for all,” let-
ter, March 8.

The letter incorrectly
stated that the Victoria
West Community Associ-
ation forwarded a motion
to the city requesting that
it buy the site for a public
park. The association has
not made that request of
the city.

In 2006, following a
community meeting
about the Harbour Imple-
mentation Plan attended
by 200 people, the associ-
ation wrote a letter to the

minister of agriculture
and lands requesting that
the provincial water ot
and adjacent land be des-
ignated as a park.

The idea that this
marina has been planned
for years implies that the
current marina proposal
is what was envisaged for
the original Songhees
development. If is not,
The marina proposed as
part of the original devel-
opment was a fraction of
the size of the current
one.

It is the po sition of the
Victoria West Cormmunity
Association that an exclu-
sive development of this
magnitude in this location
is an inappropriate use of
a premier public asset.

Jo-Ann Youmans
President Victoria West
Community Association

Marina worries
paddiers

As a kayaker, perhaps 1
can help to clarify the pad-
dling community’s con-

" cerns with the planned

harbour marina, which are
focused on continued safe
access to public \%iater-
Ways.

Paddlers are not anti-
marina. Howevet, we are
concerned sboutithis pro-
posed location. |

If successful, this
development proposal
would greatly constrict an
already busy harbour and
will effectively block the
established ¢ el for
non-matorized vessels
through the harbiour

The paddlmgtcommw
nity is faced with a seri-
ous limitation of its exist-
ing rights of acgess to a
public resource,

As paddiers, we are
incredibly privileged —
we’re lucky enough to
live in Victoria and be
able to paddle if the har-
bour. We love to share
cur harbour with new-
comers, but we definitely
will not forfeit qur right
to paddle there.

Alex Matthews
Victoria

Marina would
be great asset

The addition of the pro-
posed marina in Victoria's
harbour wili be a wonder-
ful asset for the city. The
vessels that will visit this
facility are outstanding
examples of marine tech-
nology,

Collectively, these
ships will bring a signifi-
cant economic benefit to
the city.

Owners and their
guests will shop and uri-
lize Victoria’s many
attractions and amenities.
The vessels will require
provisions and mainte-
nance services which will .
be supplied by jocal busi- |
nesses, Residents and
tourist alike will be
attracted to the harbour
to admire these beautiful
ships.

Victoria, ag a marine
centre, should be encour-
aging the creation of this
world-class facility.

Bev Highton
Victoria




e .
Too mych traffic
in harbour

i
There is tod much maffic
in the Inmey Harbour and
it is scary thking my boat
there at tirdes. Ftis becom-
ing an accident waiting to
happen. |

I have edperienced sea-
planes with spinning pro-
pellers almpst tailgating
my charteriboat while they
taxil Kayaklers, harbour
ferries swarming around,
cutting in and out of lanes,
the Coho, whale watching
boats, air traffic landing
and raking §ff, and on and
on. The noige and fumes do
not help either.

The city pnd governing
authorities plike must not
wait until there is some
deadly accident, collision
or tragic logs of life 1o take
botd and immediate action
to regulate angd control the
amount of traffic in our
crowded harbour.

David Carlg
Victoria
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Marina
means jobs

1 understand well-inten-
tioned dialogue regarding
the proposed marina; con-
cerns should be
addressed. But, having
worked within the large
vacht industry, I can tell
vou they are powered by
high-tech engines that are
more fuel efficient than
most boats in our harbour,
nciuding mine.

They bring a trail of
money in their wakes. The
food, liquor, fuel, repairs,
entertainment and serv.
ices they pay for enhance
our tourism economy and
tax base, Gevernment
can’t address our prob-
lems if there is limited tax
revenue.

The project would
bring jobs and tax money
to Victoria.

Samuel L. Livingstone
Cordova Bay

Marina is
too big

As a resident of Victoria
West, I have been involved
with community develop-
ments for many years.
This has included the
1580s discussions around
the proposal of a marina,

The Songhees develop-
ment area did allow for a
marina development, but
the City of Victoria's pub-
lished design guidelines
show the marina area to
included the proponent’s
Lot 3 just east of Cooper-
age Road and including
the area out from the
smal] artificial bay just to
the east of this lot. The
current marina proposal is
four times larger than
what the city guidelines
recommnended in 1985. At
the time the citizens of
Victoria West saw thisas a
small community-based
marina.

Gront Keddie
Victoria
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Harhour
too crowded

Everyone in favour of the
marina development
should visit Seattle to see
the several mmdred mega-
yachts permanently
parked from the locks into
Lake Union due to the cost
of fuel and the dire econ-
ormny.

{ know firsthand how
difficult skippering a big
boat in congested har-
bours can be with planes,
paddlers, kayakers and
rowers ~ all of whom
have right of way and alt
‘of whom are difficult o
see froma pilothouse or
bridge. |

The congestion in our
Victoria harbour is an
accident waiting to hap-
pen. Efforts should be
made 1o lessen, not
increase this congestion.

Maribyn Copland

Skipper
Selene pilothouse trawler



A harbour for all:
What's more natural
than a marina?

I think the proposed Victoria Interna-
tigral Marina, which was part of the
original planning for the Songhees
development and was shown on offi-
clat planning documents long before
the first resident moved into the
Songhees, will be 2 wonderful addi-
tion to our ceramunity,

Our harbour is a treasure that is
for the benefit of all. We enjoy float
planes, kayaking, tour boats, pad-
diing, dragon hoat racing, foot paths,
scenic views, historic markers,
vachting and muitiple ferries to
transport pecple to destinations min-
utes or hours away.

1et's not suddenty become selec-
tive and exclude some activiries just
hecause some privileged groups will
now have 1o share this special space

with newcomers. After all, what is
more naturat for a harbour then a
marina? Nor should we forget that
the last time the city arbifrarily
rezoned these private water lots, 10
placate residents in adjoining condos
who were upset that they would lose
their water views, it cost the taxpay-
ers millions of dollars in financial set-
tlements and legal fees.

In respunse to recent opposition,
+he Vic West Community Association
forwarded a motion to the city
requesting it to buy the site for a pub-
lic park,

How many more milkions of dol-
iars will that cost?

John Amon
Victoria

Mega-vyachts, mega-waste

Bob Evans, developer of the proposed
mega-yacht marina, claims “these
vessels use up-to-date technology and
are fuet-eftficient.”

A Google search on fuel efficiency
of vachts shows that a modern 75-foot
power boat burns about 450 litres (99
gallons) of diesel fuel per hour, pro-
ducing 2,200 pounds of carbon diox-
ide.

A six-hour cruise will consune 594
gailons of fossil fuels and create
13:200 pounds of carbon dioxide —
mmore than an average car in a year

Multiply this by dozens of boats com-
ing and going all sumimer and yau
have a massive and exiremely serl-
ous environmental impact.

Mega-vachts represent the squan-
dering of vast, non-renewable
resources in their construction and
uee. As the Earth struggles with the
crisis of climate change, it is inappro-
priate to encourage them with a giant
parking lot in our harbour.

“Richard Brunt

YVictoria




No (0 marina

1live at Fisherman's
Wharf and the other
evening paddied over to
the proposed site for the
Internationai Marina The
developers tell us that #
will cover the same area
as Fisherman's Wharf,
which is extensive. The
proposed site is not tacked
neatly into.g bay; it would
thrust itself into an active
watgrway heavily used by
floatplanes, the Coho, the
Clipper, Harbour Ferries,
barges frofit the cement
plant, kayakers apd
nurnerous others.

Environmentally, it is
dubious. Wave attenuation
is an unanswered question
and the winds down here
can be fierce. Estheticaliy,
it resembles a flosting
Wal-Mart, or as I see it, a
Hummer parking lot for
the super rich.

It is the wrong facility,
in the wrong location in
the wrong city.

Dunstan Chicanot
Victoria

No mega-vyachts

I was one of the more than
300 “skeptical” citizens
you reported were present
at the proposed marina
meeting Feb. 17. We were
told that the mega-yacht
owners had few places to
go with their super toys. I
find it offensive that our
city might approve this
pian to support the richest
class of the world's people
when there are so many in
Victoria without a home,
let alone a boat that
requires upward of $2 mil-
lion in annual maintenance
costs,

My advice to the yacht
owners: Float your boat to
Dubai where Pm sure
vou'll find others who wor-
ship at the altar of excess.
Leave our harbour out of
vour travel plans.

Robert M.J. Thompson
Victoria
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Water lot history

Regarding recent steries about
water lots in the [nner Harbor

On May 1, 1488, Pacific
National Investments Litd. pur-
chased about 13 acres of land
from the provincial government.
The land fronted on Victoria's
outer harbor and had been used
by a variety of industrial and
commercial users.

PNI has fulfilled all of its obli-
gations under the original devel-
opment agreement, as evidenced
by the city’s release of a perfor-
mance bond and scceptance of
the improvements. It should be
emphasized that the financial
burden and risk of this project
was borne entirely by PNI, at no
cost to the city, the provinee or,
more important, the taxpayer.

The application by Pacific
National Investments fo develop
two water lots, in aecordance with
permitted zoning, is a normal con-
sequence of these earlier events.
The city agreed with the creation
of these lots, has assessed them,
and is ¢ollecting significant prop-
erty taxes from them, This ex-
pense, along with PNI's invest-
ment in the property, is the force
driving development,

Preliminary plans given to the
city in 1888 showed a totai of 32
residential units plus commereial
gpace. Because parking require-
ments were mandatory, and with
the approval of the city, PNI re-
quested the developer of the
Royal Quays condominiums to
constrict 48 parking stalls within
the two Royal Quays structures
for the residents of the planned
three-storey buildings. Pacific Ne-
tional Investments still holds
these parking stalle for this pur-
- poseé.

Residents of Royal Quays
pleading ignorance of the in-
tanded development of lots 3 and
4 have no grounds for their case.
information was always made
available and in particular, the
disclosure statement and exhibit
D, which every purchaser was
given, ciearly shows what the fu-
ture plans were.

The large sign erected at the
site also clearly indicated the
planned development on lots 3
and 4 This sign has been at the
site since 1989,

J.M. Lyle,
Chief executive officer,
Pacific National Investments.

Harbor threatened

Victoria's planning department
has received tentative plans for
the development of two water lots
in Victoria Harbor, lots known as
Royal Quays 3 and 4. The proposal
is to build two three-storey condo-
minium buildings, each contain-
ing 14 units.

This proposal seems in confiict
with a working harbor that is not
overly large and is very busy.
There is land still availsble on
vancouver Island for condos.
There is little water in Victoria’s
harhor for marine interests,

Perhaps the city could be
persuaded to at léast wait for im-
plementation of a harbor commis-
sion for consuliation, before sei-
ting a precedent that would
restriet marine use of one of the
world’s great harbors.

m ""f 24 /f 2 3 Diailas Rogers,

igtoria.

water condo options

Yeur f{ront.-page report,
“Harbor condo idea ratties coun-
cil” (May 22, has rattled more
than council. As a matter of fact, it
has rattled almost every ambler,
jogger and pram-pusher along
Westsong Walkway, it has raitled
nird-watchers, environmentalists,
sroperty owners, and it certainly
must have rattled those con-
cerned with water traffic safety.

Why is it, then, with all this rat-
tled citizenry, there remains even
the remotest possibility of these
conaominiums being built? Could
it he, as your artiele suggests,
Wavor yavid Turner feels zoning
decisions made by preceding
eouncils are as holy writ?

It iz not unheard of, surely, for
be pverturned and situ-
ssessed; there are com-
s tory and legal avenues that
can be exntored for veparation,

The ineumbent council has the
responstbiiity to plan with intelli-
gent foresight for the future, as
well as to aet in the publie infer-
est as it presents itself in 19893,

Let us hope that Mayor Turner
and his council will have
wisdom enough not to compound
cihers errors into their own
irretrievable mistake.

W. Denny,
Victoria



