Appendix E

July 3, 2009

Honourable Barry Penner
PO BOX 9047 STN PROV GOVT
VICTORIA BC VBW 9E2

Honourable Pat Bell
P.0. BOX 5049 STN PROV GOVT
VICTORIA BC VBW9E2

Dear Ministers,

'm writing to express my concern regarding the proposed “Mega Yacht Marina” for Victoria
Harbour. Victoria Harbour Ferry is frequently asked what the company position is on the
development of the Victoria International Marina project. In recent months there have been a
number of meetings held by the developers as well as community groups, both in support and in
opposition to the project. ’

Representatives of Victoria Harbour Ferry attended each and every meeting. The company has an
opinion on the project, which is based on the company's 20 years of safe operations in Victoria
harbour. Arguably Victoria Harbour Ferry is the most frequent commercial user of the waters in
the harbour, statistically accounting for over 50% of all air and marine movements on harbour
waters. Carrying over 200,000 local and visitor passengers each season throughout the harbour,
Victoria Harbour Ferry respectfully posits that the danger presented to air and marine operations
in the harbour, should the development proceed, will be clear and present. It should be noted that
this is an 'opinion’ based on observations and representations of the project.

Victoria Harbour Ferry has two primary concerns regarding the Victoria International Marina
project. They are 'safety' and 'environment’. The ongoing safety of air and marine operations in
Victoria's Harbour is in the hands of Transport Canada. Federal regulations are the purview of
those federal agencies responsible for all commercial and pleasure craft on the water and all
aircraft entering or departing the harbour. Clearly, as is evidenced by the past 10 years of safe air
and marine operations in the harbour, it is our opinion that all of the federal agencies involved in
monitoring the safe operations of marine and aircraft in the harbour are meeting a high standard of
enforcement.

For as long as the harbour remains a working harbour, there will be a challenge to balance the
impact of air and marine operations with the lifestyle impact on the community. This balance will
always be maintained via an open dialogue between all federal agencies and the community.
Change should only come as a result of balance and fair assessment to the needs of all concerned.
Having stated our position on the role federal agencies who may oversee the marina development,
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it is important to state our opinion on what we think the impact of the Victoria International Marina
may have on the 'safety’ of air and marine operations in our harbour.

To date, VHFC has not been apprised of any permits, certifications or other documents received by
the developer from any agency, federal, provincial or municipal authorizing the development of the
project. The current iteration of the project calls to mind, in our opinion, several safety concerns.
The project may cause aircraft and marine operations to shift to other areas of operation in the
harbour that could lead to a condensed environment wherein there is a risk of incident which may
not normally have existed. Victoria Harbour Ferry is not aware of any agency... federal, provincial
or municipal issuing permits, certification or other documents stating that the removal of
thousands of yards of seabed is acceptable.

Victoria Harbour Ferry has not been apprised of, to date, any agency certification regarding the
safety nor the environmental issues presented with the development of Victoria International
Marina. Safety of air and marine operations on the waters of our harbour and our harbour marine
environment are the primary concerns of Victoria Harbour Ferry and it is our opinion that neither
of these two issues has been addressed by the developer to the degree that government overseers
of the applicable regulations have approved the project.

The Victoria Harbour Ferry community is our backyard. The residents of our community have been
the backbone of our business for 20 years. Their safety and their living harbour are our concern and
we will continue to support the need to maintain a balanced working harbour. That 'balance’, in our
opinion, should never compromise safety in our harbour. Any harbour development on the sea bed
and surface of our harbour waters should be held to a standard that meets both the regulatory
requirements development and operation as well as a reasonable standard of community
requirements.

The developer of Victoria International Marina should not become the precedent that may
compromise the future of the safety and environment of our harbour. [ entreat you to view the
project as a legacy of harm to one of the most beautiful harbours in the world. The legacy may well
be an air or marine incident, precipitated by a ‘choked’ harbour resulting in serious property
damage, personal injury or worse. Respectfully, there is an opportunity for the Province to create
an eternal legacy of preservation by declaring the Provincial water lot properties (as contained in
the developer’s proposal) for use as ‘park’ and secure the property for our harbour marine
environment.

Your environmental leadership has been acknowledged around the Province. I am confident that

your track record will continue to be a ‘lead from the front’ heritage... and that our harbour will
remain safe.

Yours truly,

B.D. (Barry) Hobbis - Director
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Victoria Harbour Ferry is frequently asked what the company position is on the development of the
Victoria International Marina project. In recent weeks there have been a number of meetings held by the
developers as well as community groups, both in support and in opposition to the project.
Representatives of Victoria Harbour Ferry attended each and every meeting. The company has an
opinion on the project, which is based on the company's 20 years of safe operations in the harbour and
as arguably the most frequent commercial user of the waters in the harbour, alongside of the
‘parameters' of the development as they have been represented to Victoria Harbour Ferry.

It should be noted that this is an ‘opinion' based on observations and representations of the project.
Victoria Harbour Ferry has two primary concerns regarding the Victoria International Marina project.
They are 'safety’ and 'environment’. The ongoing safety of air and marine operations in Victoria's
Harbour is in the hands of Transport Canada. Federal regulations are the oversight of those federal
agencies responsible for all commercial and pleasure craft on the water and all aircraft entering or
departing the harbour. It is our opinion that all of the federal agencies involved in monitoring the safe
operations of marine and aircraft in the harbour are meeting a high standard of enforcement.

For as long as the harbour remains a working harbour, there will be a challenge to balance the impact of
air and marine operations with the lifestyle impact on the community. This balance will always be
maintained via an open dialogue between all federal agencies and the community. Change should only
come as a result of balance and fair assessment to the needs of all concerned.

Having stated our position on the role federal agencies who may oversee the marina development, it is
important to state our apinion on what we think the impact of the Victaria International Marina may have
on the 'safety’ of air and marine operations in our harbour.

To date, VHFC has not been apprised of any permits, certifications or other documents received by the
developer from any agency, federal, provincial or municipal authorizing the development of the project.
The current iteration of the project calls to mind, in our opinion, several safety concerns. The project
may cause aircraft and marine operations to shift to other areas of operation in the harbour that could
lead to a condensed environment wherein there is a risk of incident which may not normally have
existed.

Victoria Harbour Ferry is not aware of any agency... federal, provincial or municipat issuing permits,
certification or other documents stating that the removal of thousands of yards of seabed is acceptable.
Victoria Harbour Ferry has not been apprised of, to date, any agency certification regarding the safety
nor the environmentat issues presented with the development of Victoria International Marina.

Safety of air and marine operations on the waters of our harbour and our harbour marine environment
are the primary concerns of Victoria Harbour Ferry and it is our opinion that neither of these two issues
has been addressed by the developer to the degree that government overseers of the applicable
regulations have approved the project.

Our community, that which is Victoria Harbour Ferry is our backyard. The residents of our community
have been the backbone of our business for 20 years. Their safety and their living harbour are our
concern and we will continue to support the need to maintain a balanced working harbour. That
'balance’, in our opinion, should never compromise safety in our harbour.

Any harbour development on the sea bed and surface of our harbour waters shoutld be held to a standard
that meets both the reguiatory requirements development and operation as well as a reasonable
standard of community requirements.

The developer of Victoria International Marina should not become the precedent that may compromise
the future of the safety and environment of our harbour.

B.D. {Barry) Hobbis - Victoria Harbour Ferry Co. Ltd.



