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PESTS sour on fracking, want inquiry
Environmental group is concerned about the potential dangers of the
gas released in northern B.C
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Early last year, an army of
workers at a remote natural
gas operation in northern
British Columbia set a world
record for hydraulic fracturing
or "fracking," a procedure that
is rapidly becoming the norm
in the global gas industry.

They pumped nearly 400
Olympic swimming pools
worth of water along with
500,000 kilograms of sand
underground to fracture
deeply buried shale rock,
thereby releasing its trapped
gas.

As fracking becomes more
common, people living in
natural gas-rich northeast
B.C. are increasingly alarmed
over the associated public
health and safety risks.

The pressure at which water,
sand and undisclosed
chemicals is pumped below-
ground is so intense that it
triggers tiny earthquakes. In

using such brute force, unforeseen and unwelcome problems can -and do -surface
elsewhere, problems that may include dangerous releases of gas containing hydrogen
sulphide, also known as sour gas.

Long before fracking arrived on the scene, the health threats posed by chronic exposure to
sour gas with low levels of hydrogen sulphide were well known and ran the gamut from
irritated eyes to miscarriages. But it was the uncontrolled releases of gas containing 300
parts per million or more of hydrogen sulphide that filled people living in B.C.'s Peace River
region with dread. Such releases killed or seriously injured industry workers; caused deaths,
birth defects or miscarriages in cattle; forced people to abandon their homes by dead of
night; and led at least one school district to station buses outside an elementary school in

STORY PHOTOS ( 1 )

A worker pours salt into a mixer as he prepares drilling fluid
- a combination of water, sand and chemicals - for fracking.
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case sour gas escaped from a nearby well site, forcing an emergency evacuation.

These and other uncomfortable realities of living in the heart of B.C.'s natural gas
development zone, recently prompted a local citizens group -the Peace Environment and
Safety Trustees Society (PESTS) -to call upon the provincial government to launch a formal
inquiry under B.C.'s Health Act to delve into the health risks associated with sour gas. The
justification for such an inquiry was laid out in chilling detail with the assistance of Calvin
Sandborn, at the University of Victoria's Environmental Law Clinic, and Tim Thielmann, an
environmental lawyer.

The initiative has since snowballed. Letters of support for an inquiry have come from the
Peace River Regional District, public health officers, first nations and others. A common
refrain in the correspondence is that when it comes to key decisions on oil  and gas industry
activities -for example, the locating of gas wells and pipelines that can release toxic gas -
public health officials are cut out of the loop. Yet it is they, and the public they serve, who are
forced to respond when things go wrong.

Things most decidedly did go wrong in November 2009, when failed piping at a gas well in
the Peace region spewed 30,000 cubic metres of gas into the air. Hydrogen sulphide levels
in the escaping gas were six times above lethal levels. The estimated eight-hour gas leak
forced the evacuation of 18 residents living near the community of Pouce Coupe, killed a
horse and resulted in at least one emergency hospitalization.

B.C.'s Oil and Gas Commission (OGC), which approved the well owned by Encana
Corporation, later concluded that frack sand corroded the pipes and caused the potentially
fatal leak.

Over the past three decades, at least 34 workers in B.C. and Alberta have been killed in
sour-gas related incidents and hundreds more disabled. By sheer luck, massive uncontrolled
sour gas releases in B.C. have often occurred far away from local communities. In 2003,
residents near Gao Qiao, in Chonquing, China, weren't so lucky. A sour gas leak there
forced the evacuation of 64,000 residents and killed 243 people in what became a 25-
square-kilometre death zone.

Escalating fracking activities increase the likelihood of such leaks. As a recent OGC "safety
advisory" notes, high-pressure fracking operations have on at least 18 occasions resulted in
what are euphemistically called "communications" between northern B.C. gas wells.

What this means is that fracking at one well causes unwanted problems at another. In one
such event, the same type of corrosive frack sand linked to the Pouce Coupe disaster was
blown between two gas wells spaced 670 metres apart.

Under the circumstances, members of the Peace Environment and Safety Trustees Society
should be lauded for being "pests." By highlighting the public health and safety risks
associated with sour gas, they may force the provincial government to do the right thing: Call
an inquiry that is clearly in the public interest, but most particularly in the interests of the
women, children and men who call the Peace River region home.

Ben Parfitt is a resource policy analyst with the B.C. office of the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives and author of Fracture Lines: Will Canada's Water be Protected in the Rush to
Develop Shale Gas?, a report for the Program on Water Issues at the Munk School of
Global Affairs.

© Copyright (c) The Vancouver Sun
  

  

http://www.canada.com/aboutus/privacy.html



http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.vancouversun.com/health/PESTS%252Bsour%252Bfracking%252Bwant%252Binquiry/4407727/story.html%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-1718995873402338%26adU%3Dwww.RedTag.ca%26adT%3DRed%2BTag%2BVacations%26adU%3Dwww.OilandGas-Investments.com%26adT%3DBakken-Williston%2BOil%2BBoom%26adU%3Dwww.realtor.ca%26adT%3DBrighton%2BTownhomes%26gl%3DCA&usg=AFQjCNFOSYRbuJVjCy3rlSUSeqoNUBa34Q
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ben44qqB-TeCjMo_IjQTwz_DLC-O5_94Bi6qD2BvjsNPySuDrJRABGAEg0IyHDCgDOABQ0rK4nAZg_bD7gMwDoAHV1pb-A7IBFHd3dy52YW5jb3V2ZXJzdW4uY29tyAEB2gFWaHR0cDovL3d3dy52YW5jb3V2ZXJzdW4uY29tL2hlYWx0aC9QRVNUUytzb3VyK2ZyYWNraW5nK3dhbnQraW5xdWlyeS80NDA3NzI3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWyAAgGpAkg1SbJ7MbE-wAIFqAMB6AOTBegD0QToA4QF9QMAAABE9QMgAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxhBM26NCbRJs1kwzI5yU4X9m-Hrw&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.redtag.ca%3Fcid%3Dg_rem_wj_rt_ac_rtbn
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ben44qqB-TeCjMo_IjQTwz_DLC-O5_94Bi6qD2BvjsNPySuDrJRABGAEg0IyHDCgDOABQ0rK4nAZg_bD7gMwDoAHV1pb-A7IBFHd3dy52YW5jb3V2ZXJzdW4uY29tyAEB2gFWaHR0cDovL3d3dy52YW5jb3V2ZXJzdW4uY29tL2hlYWx0aC9QRVNUUytzb3VyK2ZyYWNraW5nK3dhbnQraW5xdWlyeS80NDA3NzI3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWyAAgGpAkg1SbJ7MbE-wAIFqAMB6AOTBegD0QToA4QF9QMAAABE9QMgAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxhBM26NCbRJs1kwzI5yU4X9m-Hrw&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.redtag.ca%3Fcid%3Dg_rem_wj_rt_ac_rtbn
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B8a9WqqB-TeCjMo_IjQTwz_DLC8GMidgByZHk-x3AjbcBgLUYEAIYAiDQjIcMKAM4AFCq54_EBGD9sPuAzAOgAYej0t4DsgEUd3d3LnZhbmNvdXZlcnN1bi5jb23IAQHaAVZodHRwOi8vd3d3LnZhbmNvdXZlcnN1bi5jb20vaGVhbHRoL1BFU1RTK3NvdXIrZnJhY2tpbmcrd2FudCtpbnF1aXJ5LzQ0MDc3Mjcvc3RvcnkuaHRtbKkCSDVJsnsxsT6oAwHoA5MF6APRBOgDhAX1AwAAAET1AyAAAAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzXLUxreZhLha-kd4m2Tq8rfXvLHQ&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://s8.adwatcher.net/benji49/tracker.php%3Ft%3D4%26kw%3Dwilliston%2520oil%2520and%2520gas
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B8a9WqqB-TeCjMo_IjQTwz_DLC8GMidgByZHk-x3AjbcBgLUYEAIYAiDQjIcMKAM4AFCq54_EBGD9sPuAzAOgAYej0t4DsgEUd3d3LnZhbmNvdXZlcnN1bi5jb23IAQHaAVZodHRwOi8vd3d3LnZhbmNvdXZlcnN1bi5jb20vaGVhbHRoL1BFU1RTK3NvdXIrZnJhY2tpbmcrd2FudCtpbnF1aXJ5LzQ0MDc3Mjcvc3RvcnkuaHRtbKkCSDVJsnsxsT6oAwHoA5MF6APRBOgDhAX1AwAAAET1AyAAAAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzXLUxreZhLha-kd4m2Tq8rfXvLHQ&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://s8.adwatcher.net/benji49/tracker.php%3Ft%3D4%26kw%3Dwilliston%2520oil%2520and%2520gas
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B5TMnqqB-TeCjMo_IjQTwz_DLC6rbkeMB0u-VxRnAjbcBoPc2EAMYAyDQjIcMKAM4AFCu_pD4BmD9sPuAzAOgAbiT8_4DsgEUd3d3LnZhbmNvdXZlcnN1bi5jb23IAQHaAVZodHRwOi8vd3d3LnZhbmNvdXZlcnN1bi5jb20vaGVhbHRoL1BFU1RTK3NvdXIrZnJhY2tpbmcrd2FudCtpbnF1aXJ5LzQ0MDc3Mjcvc3RvcnkuaHRtbIACAakCSDVJsnsxsT6oAwHoA5MF6APRBOgDhAX1AwAAAET1AyAAAAA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtzvsxtOJXfYCspUvOwjtXUGGZpuxg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.realtor.ca/PropertyDetails.aspx%3FPropertyID%3D10242262%26PidKey%3D634894330
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B5TMnqqB-TeCjMo_IjQTwz_DLC6rbkeMB0u-VxRnAjbcBoPc2EAMYAyDQjIcMKAM4AFCu_pD4BmD9sPuAzAOgAbiT8_4DsgEUd3d3LnZhbmNvdXZlcnN1bi5jb23IAQHaAVZodHRwOi8vd3d3LnZhbmNvdXZlcnN1bi5jb20vaGVhbHRoL1BFU1RTK3NvdXIrZnJhY2tpbmcrd2FudCtpbnF1aXJ5LzQ0MDc3Mjcvc3RvcnkuaHRtbIACAakCSDVJsnsxsT6oAwHoA5MF6APRBOgDhAX1AwAAAET1AyAAAAA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtzvsxtOJXfYCspUvOwjtXUGGZpuxg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.realtor.ca/PropertyDetails.aspx%3FPropertyID%3D10242262%26PidKey%3D634894330
javascript:EmailThis('','/story_emailthis.html');
javascript:openWindow('/story_print.html?id=4407727&sponsor=','StoryPrint','scrollbars=yes,toolbar=yes,menubar=yes,resizable=yes,width=680,height=650');
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php


PESTS sour on fracking, want inquiry

http://www.vancouversun.com/health/PESTS+sour+fracking+want+inquiry/4407727/story.html[3/14/2011 4:14:04 PM]

Home News Opinion Business Sports Entertainment Life Health Technology Travel Jobs Cars Homes

Classifieds

DON'T MISS

Today's Paper

Sugar Rush

Breaking news

Video Centre

Sun on Twitter

Hot Topics

News Quiz

Save at SwarmJam

MOST POPULAR

Quake ravaged Japan
battles against nuclear
meltdown

Evidence mounting lost city
of Atlantis may have been
found

Vancouver's luxury home
sales surge, largely due to
influx of offshore money

FORMATS

Sitemap / RSS

Contests

Blogs

Columnists

Photo Galleries

Videos

Mobile

iPad App

VANCOUVER SUN

About Us

Contact Us

Work for Us

Advertise with Us

Subscribe to the Print
Edition

Rate Our Delivery Service
and WIN

Newspaper in Education

Search for a Job

Buy/Sell a Car

Real Estate Listings

SwarmJam Sweet Deals

Place a Classified Ad

E-mail Alerts

TOOLS

About canada.com Privacy Statement Terms Copyright & Permissions © 2008 - 2011 Postmedia Network Inc. All  rights reserved.
Unauthorized distribution, transmission or republication strictly prohibited.

 

Photos: Top images
from around the globe

Updated Photos:
Monday's images of
Japan after the quake

125th Birthday Bash
for the City of
Vancouver

Photos: World reacts
to Japan earthquake

Baby girl for the
Beckhams

http://www.vancouversun.com/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/business/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/business/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/sports/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/sports/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/entertainment/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/entertainment/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/travel/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/travel/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/jobs/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/jobs/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/cars/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/cars/index.html
http://www.househunting.ca/vancouversun
http://www.househunting.ca/vancouversun
http://vancouversun.oodle.com/
http://vancouversun.oodle.com/
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/todays-paper/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/sugar/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news
http://www.vancouversun.com/videos/index.html
http://twitter.com/VanSunReporters/vancouver-sun-master-list
http://www.vancouversun.com/topics/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/newsquiz/index.html
http://www.swarmjam.com/
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Quake+ravaged+Japan+battles+against+nuclear+meltdown/4432023/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Quake+ravaged+Japan+battles+against+nuclear+meltdown/4432023/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Quake+ravaged+Japan+battles+against+nuclear+meltdown/4432023/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Evidence+mounting+lost+city+Atlantis+have+been+found/4434632/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Evidence+mounting+lost+city+Atlantis+have+been+found/4434632/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Evidence+mounting+lost+city+Atlantis+have+been+found/4434632/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Vancouver+luxury+home+sales+surge+largely+influx+offshore+money/4434646/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Vancouver+luxury+home+sales+surge+largely+influx+offshore+money/4434646/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Vancouver+luxury+home+sales+surge+largely+influx+offshore+money/4434646/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/about-vancouver-sun/sitemap.html
http://vancouversun.com/contests/
http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/blogs/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/columnists/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/photos/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/videos/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/mobile-site/
http://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/the-vancouver-sun/id406561903?mt=8
http://www.vancouversun.com/about-vancouver-sun/aboutus.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/about-vancouver-sun/contactus.html
http://workingvancouverjobs.canada.com/js.php?q=canwest
http://www.vancouversun.com/about-vancouver-sun/advertising.html
https://members.canada.com/rss/newsubscription.aspx?site=cc&provider=canada&brand=vancouversun
https://members.canada.com/rss/newsubscription.aspx?site=cc&provider=canada&brand=vancouversun
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/info/survey/index.html
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/info/survey/index.html
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/features/nie/teachers_resources.html
javascript:void(1);
http://www.working.com/vancouversun/index.html
http://www.driving.ca/vancouversun/index.html
http://www.househunting.ca/vancouversun/sale-and-rent/index.html
http://www.swarmjam.com/waf.srv/sj/sj/cn?_SWCATID=10149607&_TRK=061
http://classifieds.canada.com/vancouversun/placead/placead_index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/email-alerts.html
http://www.canada.com/
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/index.html
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/privacy.html
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/termsofservice.html
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/copyright.html
javascript: void(0)
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Photos+images+from+around+globe/2172184/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Photos+images+from+around+globe/2172184/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Photos+images+from+around+globe/2172184/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Updated+Photos+Monday+images+Japan+after+quake/4432025/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Updated+Photos+Monday+images+Japan+after+quake/4432025/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Updated+Photos+Monday+images+Japan+after+quake/4432025/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Updated+Photos+Monday+images+Japan+after+quake/4432025/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/125th+Birthday+Bash+City+Vancouver/4419050/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/125th+Birthday+Bash+City+Vancouver/4419050/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/125th+Birthday+Bash+City+Vancouver/4419050/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/125th+Birthday+Bash+City+Vancouver/4419050/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Photos+World+reacts+Japan+earthquake/4432032/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Photos+World+reacts+Japan+earthquake/4432032/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Photos+World+reacts+Japan+earthquake/4432032/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/entertainment/story.html?id=4433078
http://www.vancouversun.com/entertainment/story.html?id=4433078
http://www.vancouversun.com/entertainment/story.html?id=4433078
javascript: void(0)

	vancouversun.com
	PESTS sour on fracking, want inquiry


	lyeS80NDA3NzI3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwA: 
	searchform: 
	q: 
	f: 


	lyeS80NDA3NzI3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwA: 
	vancouvernewsalertsubscribeform: 
	email: you@canada.com




